

Pope Francis waves to the crowd from the central balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 13, 2013. Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio, who chose 
the name of Francis is the 266th pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church. 

(AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia) 


The Americas Have Their First Pontiff 


RACHEL DONADIO 
© 2013 New York Times 
VATICAN CITY - With a puff 
of white smoke from the 
chimney of the Sistine Cha¬ 
pel and to the cheers of 
thousands of rain-soaked 
faithful, a gathering of 
Catholic cardinals picked 
a new pope from among 
their midst Wednesday - 
choosing the cardinal from 
Argentina, the first South 
American to lead the 
church. 

The new pope, Jorge Ma¬ 
rio Bergoglio (pronounced 
Ber-GOAL-io), will be 


called Francis, the 266th 
pontiff of the Roman Cath¬ 
olic Church. He is also the 
first non-European pope 
in more than 1,200 years 
and the first member of 
the Jesuit order to lead the 
church. 

In choosing Francis, 76, 
who had been the arch¬ 
bishop of Buenos Aires, the 
cardinals sent a powerful 
message that the future of 
the church lies in the glob¬ 
al south, home to the bulk 
of the world’s Catholics. 

“I would like to thank you 
for your embrace," the 


new pope, dressed in 
white, said from the white 
balcony on St. Peter’s Basil¬ 
ica as thousands cheered 
joyously below. “My broth¬ 
er cardinals have chosen 
one who is from far away, 
but here I am.” 

Speaking in Italian as he 
blessed the faithful, Fran¬ 
cis asked the audience to 
“pray for me, and we’ll see 
each other soon.” 

“Good night, and have a 
good rest,” he concluded, 
in a grandfatherly tone. 
“Habemus papam!,” mem¬ 
bers of the crowd shouted 


in Latin, waving umbrel¬ 
las and flags. “We have a 
pope!” Others cried, “Viva 
il Papa!” 

“It was like waiting for the 
birth of a baby, only bet¬ 
ter," said a Roman man, 
Giuluan Uncini. 

A child sitting atop his fa¬ 
ther’s shoulders waved a 
crucifix. 

Francis is known as a hum¬ 
ble man who spoke out 
for the poor and led an 
austere life in Buenos Aires. 
He was born to Italian im¬ 
migrant parents and was 
raised in the Argentine 


capital. 

The new pope inherits a 
church wrestling with an 
array of challenges that 
intensified during his pre¬ 
decessor, Benedict XVI, 
including a shortage of 
priests, growing compe¬ 
tition from evangelical 
churches in the South¬ 
ern Hemisphere, a sexual 
abuse crisis that has under¬ 
mined the church’s moral 
authority in the West and, 
difficulties governing the 
Vatican itself. 

Continued on next page 
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Pope Francis: The Americas Have Their First Pontiff 


Continued from front 


Benedict abruptly ended 
his troubled eight-year pa¬ 
pacy last month, announc¬ 
ing he was no longer up 
to the rigors of the job. He 
became the first pontiff in 
598 years to resign. The 115 
cardinals who are younger 
than 80 and eligible to vote 
chose their new leader af¬ 
ter two days of voting. 
Francis spoke by telephone 
with Benedict on Wednes¬ 
day evening, said a Vati¬ 
can spokesman, the Rev. 
Frederico Lombardi. He 
called it “an act of great 
significance and pastoral- 


As archbishop of Buenos 
Aires beginning in 1998 
and a cardinal since 2001, 
he frequently tangled with 
Argentina’s governments 
over social issues. In 2010, 
for example, he castigat¬ 
ed a government-support¬ 
ed law to legalize marriage 
and adoption by same-sex 
couples as “a war against 
God.” He has been less en¬ 
ergetic, however, in urging 
the Argentine church to 
examine its own behavior 
during the 1970s, when the 
country was consumed by 
a conflict between right 
and left. In what became 
known as the Dirty War, 


being sought for arrest or 
disappearance by the mili¬ 
tary because of their politi¬ 
cal views, had helped oth¬ 
ers leave Argentina and 
had lobbied the country’s 
military rulers directly for 
the release and protection 
of others. 

Before beginning the vot¬ 
ing by secret ballot in the 
Sistine Chapel on Tuesday, 
in a cloistered meeting 
known as a conclave, the 
cardinals swore an oath of 
secrecy in Latin, a rite de¬ 
signed to protect delibera¬ 
tions from outside scrutiny 
- and to protect cardinals 
from earthly influence as 


truth, about the lights, but 
also about shadows in the 
current situation of the 
Catholic Church,” Cardi¬ 
nal Christoph Schonborn 
of Vienna, a theologian 
known for his intellect and 
his pastoral touch, told re¬ 
porters this week. 

“The pope's election is 
something substantially 
different from a political 
election,” Schonborn said, 
adding that the role was 
not “the chief executive of 
a multinational company, 
but the spiritual head of a 
community of believers.” 
Indeed, Benedict was se¬ 
lected in 2005 as a care- 


in Europe in 2010, evolved 
into a crisis of governance. 
Ahead of the election, 
cardinals said they were 
looking for “a pope that 
understands the problems 
of the Church at present” 
and who is strong enough 
to tackle them, said Cardi¬ 
nal Miloslav Vlk, the arch¬ 
bishop emeritus of Prague 
who participated in the 
general congregations but 
was not eligible to vote in 
a conclave. He said those 
problems included reform¬ 
ing the Roman Curia, han¬ 
dling the sexual abuse crisis 
and cleaning up the Vati¬ 
can bank. 



Pope Francis looks at the crowd from the central balcony of St. Peter's Basilica at the Vatican, Wednesday, March 13,2013. Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, 
who chose the name of Pope Francis, is the 266th pontiff of the Roman Catholic Church. 

(AP Photo/L’Osservatore Romano) 


ity” that Francis’ first act as 
pope was to offer a prayer 
for his predecessor. 

A doctrinal conservative, 
Francis has opposed lib¬ 
eration theology, abortion, 
gay marriage and the or¬ 
dination of women, stand¬ 
ing with his predecessor in 
holding largely traditional 
views. 


as many as 30,000 people 
were disappeared, tor¬ 
tured or killed by a military 
dictatorship that seized 
power in March 1976. 

In a long interview with an 
Argentine newspaper in 
2010, Bergoglio defended 
his behavior during the dic¬ 
tatorship. He said that he 
had helped hide people 


they seek divine guidance. 
The conclave followed 
more than a week of in¬ 
tense, broader discussions 
among the world’s cardi¬ 
nals about the problems 
facing the church and their 
criteria for its next leader. 
“We spoke among our¬ 
selves in an exceptional 
and free way, with great 


taker after the momen¬ 
tous papacy of John Paul 
II, but the shy theologian 
appeared to show little 
inclination toward man¬ 
agement. His papacy suf¬ 
fered from crises of com¬ 
munications - with Muslims, 
Jews and Anglicans - that, 
along with a sex abuse cri¬ 
sis that raged back to life 


“He needs to be capable 
of solving these issues,” Vlk 
said as he walked near the 
Vatican this week, add¬ 
ing that the next pope 
needs “to be open to the 
world, to the troubles of the 
world, to society, because 
evangelization is a primary 
task, to bring the Gospel to 
people."□ 
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LATIN AMERICAN BRIEFS 

Venezuela arrests woman for web posts 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) — Venezuela’s justice minis¬ 
ter says a woman has been arrested for posting what he 
called “destabilizing messages” on a social networking 
site. Nestor Reverol says police arrested Lourdes Ortega 
Perez on Wednesday, after the computer technician 
stole the identify of an official from the country’s notary 
public service to post the messages. Authorities did not 
reveal the content of the messages. Reverol told state 
television the government is closely monitoring network¬ 
ing sites to detect any messages aimed at spurring social 
or political upheaval as Venezuelans prepare for an up¬ 
coming presidential election. □ 

Fernandez criticized for diabetes remark 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Argentina’s president is 
getting a lot of heat from diabetes experts after claim¬ 
ing in a speech that it's a disease of the wealthy. Cristina 
Fernandez claimed this week that “diabetes is a disease 
of the rich because they are sedentary and eat a lot." 
Health experts say wealth has nothing to do with diabe¬ 
tes, and in fact that in many countries the chronic disease 
is growing fastest among the poor. Liliana Tieri founded 
Argentina's diabetes association, CUIDAR. She told The 
Associated Press on Wednesday that “it shows up in the 
rich and the poor - there are no economic frontiers” to 
diabetes. □ 

Heavy storms in Rio result in fish die-off 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — Rio de Janeiro's environmental 
authorities say a massive storm earlier this week washed 
organic matter into the lake at the heart of the city, lead¬ 
ing to a big die-off of fish. Rio's municipal department of 
the environment said in a statement Wednesday that 
more than 12 tons of dead fish have been pulled out of 
Rodrigo de Freitas lake since Monday. It says the oxygen 
in the lake was consumed by rotting organic matter. En¬ 
vironmental authorities say they expect the situation to 
improve by afternoon when the tide in the Atlantic rises 
and feeds new water into the lake, which is fed both by 
sea and fresh water. □ 

New life sentence for Argentine dictator 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Argentina’s last dicta¬ 
tor, Reynaldo Benito Bignone, has received another sen¬ 
tence of life in prison, this time for human rights violations 
involving detainees inside the Campo de Mayo military 
base. As many as 5,000 so-called subversives were held 
inside the base during Argentina’s 1976-1983 dictator¬ 
ship. Most were killed and made to disappear. This trial 
ended with the 85-year-old Bignone convicted of illegal 
arrests, kidnapping, robbery, torture and murder against 
23 of the detainees, including women who gave birth in¬ 
side the prison. Gaston Mena said the sentence provides 
families involved with closure. □ 

Nicaragua drug trafficking ring smashed 

MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — The Nicaraguan govern¬ 
ment says Russia and Nicaragua have broken up a drug 
trafficking ring that supplied cocaine to Europe and was 
headed by a member of Mexico’s brutal Zetas cartel. Po¬ 
lice Commissioner Fernando Borge says that Nicaraguan 
police, with help from Russian authorities, detained 26 al¬ 
leged ring members who have links to Nicaraguan busi¬ 
nessman Henry Farinas. Farinas was sentenced last year 
to 30 years in prison for drug trafficking and money laun¬ 
dering. Nicaragua said in a statement that Martin Flores, 
a Mexican citizen who led the ring, was among those de¬ 
tained in early March.Q 


Catholics overjoyed at 1st Latin American pope 


DEBORA REY 
MICHAEL WARREN 
Associated Press 
BUENOS AIRES, Argentina 
(AP) — Tears and cheers 
erupted across Latin 
America on Wednesday 
as an Argentine cardinal 
became the first pope 
from the hemisphere, and 
many expressed hope that 
he could help bring the 


“It's a huge gift for all of 
Latin America. We waited 
20 centuries. It was worth 
the wait," said Jose Anto¬ 
nio Cruz, a Franciscan friar 
at the church of St. Francis 
of Assisi in the colonial Old 
San Juan district in Puerto 
Rico. 

“Everyone from Canada 
down to Patagonia is go¬ 
ing to feel blessed,” he said 


saying hello to a friend,” 
said Bishop Eugenio Lira, 
secretary-general of the 
Mexican Conference of 
Bishops. 

“He will certainly be the 
pope who is closest to the 
people of Latin America. 
He knows the problems of 
Latin America very well.” 
Soledad Loaeza, a political 
science professor at the 



Worshipers pack the Metropolitan Cathedral during the evening Mass in Buenos Aires, Argentina, 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013. Latin Americans reacted with joy on Wednesday at news that the 
Argentine Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, was elected pope. Bergoglio, who chose the name 
Pope Francis, is the first pope ever from the Americas. 

(AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 


church closer to the pov¬ 
erty-wracked region that 
is home to more Roman 
Catholics than any other. 
Drivers honked horns on 
the streets of Argentina’s 
capital and television an¬ 
nouncers screamed with 
elation at the news that 
the cardinal they knew as 
Jorge Mario Bergoglio had 
become Pope Francis. 
People jammed the Met¬ 
ropolitan Cathedral in Bue¬ 
nos Aires for a Mass for the 
new pope, and priests said 
they hadn’t seen such a 
big crowd in decades. 
“Francisco! Francisco!” the 
faithful screamed. Outside, 
a thousand people sang 
and waved Vatican and 
Argentine flags. 

“I'm old, it's difficult to 
move around, but today I 
had to come," said Nelida 
Bedino, an 85-year-old re¬ 
tiree. “As a Catholic and 
an Argentine, I thank God 
for giving me life to be a 
witness to this event.” 


after exchanging high- 
fives with church secretary 
Antonia Veloz. 

Bergoglio’s former spokes¬ 
man, Guillermo Marco, 
told Argentina’s TN televi¬ 
sion station that the new 
76-year-old pope — who 
is also the first from the Je¬ 
suit order — “has enormous 
pastoral experience” with 
a humble bearing. 

“You can count the occa¬ 
sions when he used a car 
with a chauffeur,” Marco 
said. “His choices of life 
as cardinal have been to 
have a normal, common 
life.” 

The new pope was known 
for taking the subway and 
mingling with the poor of 
Buenos Aires while arch¬ 
bishop. 

Thaf common fouch was 
evident in the new pope’s 
first words to the crowd. 

“I couldn’t believe what 
I was seeing, when he 
started saying, ‘Good af¬ 
ternoon,’ just like someone 


Colegio de Mexico who 
studies the church, said 
he was a logical choice. 
“First, Latin America is the 
most important region in 
the world for the church,” 
but one where evangelical 
churches have been mak¬ 
ing inroads. “So it may also 
be an attempt to stop the 
decline in the number of 
Catholics.” 

For church leaders seeking 
growth, instead of fhe ag¬ 
ing, declining congrega¬ 
tions in Europe or the Unit¬ 
ed States, 

“there are only two re¬ 
gions,” Loaeza said: Africa 
and Latin America. 

Nearly half of the world's 
Roman Catholics live in the 
Americas, north and south, 
or the Caribbean. 

In Cuba, parish priest Gre¬ 
gorio Alvarez said he be¬ 
lieves Francis' background 
could lead the church to 
focus more on the ills af¬ 
flicting humanity, and less 
on internal issues. □ 
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Obama holds “good” meeting with House Republicans 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama made 
a rare visit to Congress on 
Wednesday to meet with 
Republicans in the House 
of Representatives even 
as he conceded that the 
parties remained far apart 
in their talks over how to re¬ 
duce deficit spending. 
House Republicans have 
offered a new budget pro¬ 
posal crafted by House 


JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
© 2013 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - With gun 
safety measures headed 
to the Senate floor. Repub¬ 
lican members of the Sen¬ 
ate Appropriations Com¬ 
mittee have quietly added 
provisions that would per¬ 
manently protect some 
gun rights favored by Re¬ 
publicans to a financing bill 
that would keep the gov¬ 
ernment running through 
the end of the fiscal year. 
The provisions, which have 
been renewed separately 
at various points, would 
prohibit the Bureau of Al¬ 
cohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives from requir¬ 
ing gun dealers to con¬ 
duct annual inventories to 


Budget Committee Chair¬ 
man Paul Ryan, who ran 
as the 2012 Republican 
vice presidential nominee. 
Senate Democrats, mean¬ 
while, unveiled their own 
budget blueprint Wednes¬ 
day. 

The nonbinding budget 
plans, coming at the be¬ 
ginning of the budget pro¬ 
cess, are mostly political 
posturing and are meant 


ensure they have not lost 
guns or had them stolen, 
and retain a broad defini¬ 
tion of “antique” guns that 
can be imported into the 
United States outside of 
normal regulations. 
Another amendment 
would prevent the ATF 
from refusing to renew a 
dealer’s license for lack of 
business; many individuals 
who do not own or work in 
gun stores can now obtain 
a license to sell guns and 
often fly under the radar 
of the agency and other 
law enforcement officials, 
which gun-control advo¬ 
cates argue leads to a fre¬ 
er flow of illegal guns. 

A final measure would re¬ 
quire the agency to attach 


to lay out each party's 
stance on federal spend¬ 
ing. 

Many Republicans who 
long have chided Obama 
for failing fo engage fheir 
party on the nation’s big¬ 
gest problems are ap¬ 
plauding his newfound 
outreach — part of a 
concerted effort by the 
president to mend ties 
with Congress in hopes of 


a disclaimer to data about 
guns to indicate that it 
“cannot be used to draw 
broad conclusions about 
firearms-related crimes.” 

As part of his agenda fo 
regulafe some firearms. 
President Barack Obama 
recently signed an execu¬ 
tive order lifting the ban on 
gun research. Other restric¬ 
tions must go through Con¬ 
gress, where the Newtown, 
Conn., shooting in Decem¬ 
ber has inspired members 
to seek some new gun- 
safety bills. 

Officials from the ATF have 
long complained that 
quirky laws passed by Con¬ 
gress hamstring their ability 
to curb gun crimes. For ex¬ 
ample, under federal laws 


reaching a grand compro¬ 
mise on fiscal issues. 

“It was good. I enjoyed it. 
It was useful,” Obama told 
reporters as he emerged 
from the roughly 90-minute 
meeting. House Speaker 
John Boehner, the top 
Republican in Congress, 
said there was a candid 
exchange of ideas at the 
meeting but differences 
remain over the budget, 


the bureau is prohibited 
from creating a federal 
registry of gun transactions, 
making it hard to track ille¬ 
gal guns. 

Many of the provisions 
have surfaced in appropri¬ 
ations bills since 2004. But 
Democrats on the commit¬ 
tee reluctantly agreed to 
make them permanent to 
stave off a House version 
of the bill that contained a 
new rider that would have 
prevented the ATF from re¬ 
quiring gun dealers on the 
Southwest border to no¬ 
tify their agents when sell¬ 
ing two or more so-called 
long guns with detachable 
magazines, and to make 
two more annual provi¬ 
sions permanent.^ 


the federal debt and other 
issues. 

The Ryan plan, which 
would balance the fed¬ 
eral budget in 10 years 
with drastic spending cuts 
alone, is a nonstarter with 
Democrats. The White 
House said it would harm 
the middle class. The plan 
touts longstanding Repub¬ 
lican proposals to slash 
funding for domestic pro¬ 
grams, repeal Obama’s 
health care overhaul and 
privatize the Medicare 
health care program for 
the elderly. “Ultimately, 
it may be that the differ¬ 
ences are just too wide," 
Obama said before the 
meeting, in an interview 
broadcast Wednesday 
on ABC’s “Good Morning 
America.” If Republicans 
insist that their only solu¬ 
tion is to avoid tax hikes 
and “gut" entitlement pro¬ 
grams, “then we’re prob¬ 
ably not going to be able 
to get a deal,” he said. 
Obama has continued 
reaching out to lawmakers 
in hopes that he can some¬ 
how reach a “grand bar¬ 
gain” that reins in deficit 
spending without hurting 
the economy and stops 
Washington from lurching 
from one self-induced fis¬ 
cal crisis to another. 

The fence-mending cam¬ 
paign started with an un¬ 
usual dinner Obama host¬ 
ed last week at a hotel 
near the White House for a 
dozen Senate Republicans 
and continues Wednes¬ 
day with his meeting with 
House Republicans. 
Obama, who also meets 
with Senate Republicans 
and House Democrats on 
Thursday, has shown a will¬ 
ingness to reduce spend¬ 
ing on big entitlement 
programs — traditionally a 
taboo among Democrats 
— in exchange for closing 
loopholes in the tax code. 
Republicans, however, 
object to any more tax 
increases, insisting that 
Obama got his way with 
tax hikes on the wealthy in 
the New Year’s Day deal 
that prevented tax hikes 
for mosf federal income 
fax payers, buf merely de¬ 
layed $85 billion in auto¬ 
matic, across-the-board 
spending cutsO 



President Barack Obama turns to reporters as he leaves Capitol Hill in Washington, Wednesday, March 13, 2103, after his closed- 
door meeting with House Speaker John Boehner and Republican lawmakers to discuss the budget. 

(AP Photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 


GOP senators add gun protections to financing bill 




















Judge Thomas Lipps, top right, presides over a hearing to dismiss the charges against 17-year-old Trent Mays and 16-year-old Ma’lik Richmond on rape charges on 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013 in Steubenville, Ohio. Both defense attorney withdrew their request to dismiss and the trial proceeded. Mays and Richmond are accused 
of raping a 16-year-old West Virginia girl last August 2012. 

(AP Photo/Keith Srakocic) 


Trial begins in rape case that split Ohio town 


STEUBENVILLE, Ohio (AP) 

— Two high school foot¬ 
ball players went to trial 
Wednesday on charges 
of raping a teenage girl, 
in a case that divided a 
small U.S. town after activ¬ 
ists publicized tweets and 
a video posted the night of 
the alleged attack. 

The rape case has deeply 
shaken the Ohio commu¬ 
nity amid allegations that 
more students should have 
been charged. 

It also has led to ques¬ 
tions about the influence of 
the local football team, a 
source of a pride in a com¬ 
munity that suffered mas¬ 
sive job losses with the col¬ 
lapse of the regional steel 
industry. 

The case centers on a 
16-year-old girl who says 
she was raped by two 
school football players af¬ 
ter an alcohol-fueled par¬ 
ty. She was “substantially 
impaired” and was un¬ 
able to consent to sex and 
suffered humiliation and 
degradation. Special Pros¬ 
ecutor Marianne Hemme- 
ter said Wednesday in her 
opening statement. 


But a lawyer for defendant 
Trent Mays said his 17-year- 
old client “did not rape the 
young lady in question.” 
The attorney for Mays’ co¬ 
defendant, for Ma’Lik Rich¬ 
mond, 16, gave no open¬ 
ing statement. 

Richmond and Mays are 
charged with digitally as¬ 
saulting the girl, first in the 
back seat of a moving 
car after the party Aug. 11 
and then in the basement 
of a house. Mays also is 
charged with illegal use of 
a minor in nudity-oriented 
material. 

The two were charged 10 
days after the party, af¬ 
ter a flurry of social media 
postings about the alleged 
attack led the girl and her 
family to go to Steubenville 
police. 

Hacker activists have publi¬ 
cized tweets and other so¬ 
cial media postings made 
the night of the alleged 
rape, including a 12-minute 
video in which one student 
joked about the alleged 
attack while others in the 
background chimed in. 

The National Organization 
of Women has demand¬ 


ed that the student be 
charged under the state’s 
“failure to report” law. At¬ 
torney General Mike DeW- 
ine has called the video 
disgusting, but said the stu¬ 
dent didn’t have firsthand 
knowledge of the alleged 
assaults. 

Witnesses said the girl was 
so drunk she threw up at 
least twice and had trouble 
walking and speaking. She 
was also photographed 


being carried by the two 
young men. 

In an excerpt of a video¬ 
taped interview with ABC, 
Richmond said the photo 
was a joke. He contends 
the girl was awake and was 
a willing participant, the 
show said. 

If convicted. Mays and 
Richmond could be held in 
a juvenile jail until they turn 
21. They have denied any 
wrongdoing. 


The Associated Press nor¬ 
mally does not identify mi¬ 
nors charged in juvenile 
court, but Mays and Rich¬ 
mond have been widely 
identified in news cover¬ 
age, and their names have 
been used in open court. 
Steubenville officials have 
protested that outsiders 
have unfairly criticized po¬ 
lice handling of the case 
and have given the town a 
bad reputation. □ 
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Driver indicted in NYC crash 
that killed expectant couple 


TIM STELLOH 

© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - The man ac¬ 
cused of causing a car ac¬ 
cident that killed a young 
couple who were expect¬ 
ing their first child was in¬ 
dicted Wednesday on 
a charge of leaving the 
scene of an accident. 

The man, Julio Acevedo, 
44, who has told report¬ 
ers that he was the driver, 
faces up to seven years 
in prison on the charge 
of leaving the scene of a 
fatal crash, the most seri¬ 
ous crime he has been 
charged with. A spokes¬ 
man for the Brooklyn district 
attorney said the grand jury 
was still investigating the 
other initial charges that 
had been filed: criminally 
negligent homicide and 
reckless driving. 

The crash occurred just af¬ 
ter midnight on March 3 in 
Brooklyn. 

A 2010 BMW, borrowed 
and driven by Acevedo, 
plowed into the side of the 
livery cab carrying Nathan 
and Raizy Glauber, who 

Autopsy: 

Teen killed 

J. DAVID GOODMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - The 16-year- 
old boy who was killed in 
Brooklyn by the police on 
Saturday night was hit by 
seven bullets, three of them 
entering his body from the 
back, the authorities said 
Wednesday. 

The report from the New 
York City Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner did not 
specify which of the seven 
bullets caused the death of 
the teenager, Kimani Gray; 
that determination awaits 
further investigation. 

One bullet entered his left 
shoulder in the rear, exiting 
in the front; two other bul¬ 
lets struck the back of his 
thighs, one in the left thigh 
and one in the right. Two 
bullets struck from the front, 
hitting his right thigh; one 
bullet entered his left side, 
striking his lower rib cage; 
and the last bullet hit his left 
lower forearm. 


were on their way to a 
hospital to check on Raizy 
Glauber's pregnancy. The 
police have said the BMW 
was traveling 60 mph, 
twice the speed limit. 

After the crash, the cou¬ 
ple's son was delivered 



Julio Acevedo is escorted 
from a hearing at the Lehigh 
County Courthouse in Allen¬ 
town, Pa. 

(AP Photo/Matt Rourke) 

three months premature; 
he died the next day. The 
three deaths led to calls, 
many from the Orthodox 


The autopsy did not estab¬ 
lish the order in which the 
bullets struck Gray or deter¬ 
mine the path of the bullets, 
which might make it clear¬ 
er whether Gray had his 
back to the officers when 
he was shot, or whether he 
had twisted away after be¬ 
ing struck from the front. But 
the findings alone that sev¬ 
eral of the bullets entered 
his back appeared certain 
to fan the flames of a com¬ 
munity already distrustful of 
the police and increasingly 
incensed about the shoot¬ 
ing of the teenager. 

For two consecutive nights, 
residents in East Flatbush, 
where Gray lived and died, 
marched in protest vigils 
and questioned the official 
account of the shooting. 
The police said that two 
plainclothes officers, one 
of them a sergeant, had 
approached Gray after 
observing him break away 
from a group on a dark- 


Jewish community to which 
the Glaubers belonged, for 
the authorities to pursue 
and prosecute the BMW 
driver aggressively. 

Acevedo, who is being 
held without bail, was not 
at the brief hearing at state 
Supreme Court in Brooklyn, 
but his wife, Dorothy, did 
attend. Outside the court¬ 
room, she insisted that no 
crime had been commit¬ 
ted. 

“They’re judging him on his 
past,” she said, apparently 
alluding to his criminal his¬ 
tory. 

Acevedo had served time 
in prison for a 1987 killing 
and at the time of the acci¬ 
dent had a pending court 
date for a drunken-driving 
charge. 

Acevedo’s lawyer, Kath¬ 
leen F. Julian, who spoke to 
Acevedo after the indict¬ 
ment was announced, said 
he appeared tired and 
worn out. 

About the accident, 
Julian said, “He was 
heartbroken. "□ 


ened street in East Flatbush 
around 11:30 p.m. on Satur¬ 
day. 

The police said Gray had 
adjusted his waistband in 
a suspicious manner. Wit¬ 
nesses later told police in¬ 
vestigators that the officers 
ordered Gray to stop. The 
police said that the teen¬ 
ager pulled a .38-caliber 
revolver and pointed it at 
the officers, who then fired 
11 shots, killing him. Gray's 
revolver had four bullets 
in its chamber, the police 
said. 

After the first vigil on Mon¬ 
day night, a smaller group 
of rowdy young men and 
women broke off and ma¬ 
rauded through several 
local businesses, throwing 
items at the police and 
ransacking a Rite Aid drug¬ 
store. When a customer in 
the store intervened, sur¬ 
veillance video showed, he 
was assaulted by several 
members of the group. □ 


by police shot 7 times 



Q&A ON THE NEWS 

©2013 Cox Newspapers 

Q: While watching the Academy Awards, I was disap¬ 
pointed that Andy Griffith was not mentioned during the 
"In Memoriam” part of the program. He was a TV star, 
but he made a number of movies, including two classics, 
"A Face in the Crowd” and "No Time For Sergeants.” I 
know he died last July. Can you confirm why he was left 
out, and if it was an oversight. 

-- David Moskowitz, Atlanta 

A: Griffith was one of several actors and directors who 
were not included in this year's "In Memoriam, " which 
is a video tribute to those who died in the past year. The 
New York Times reported last month that there are usually 
about 30-40 spots in the montage, which has been a part 
of the Academy Awards broadcast since 1994. 

A committee of members of the Academy of Motion Pic¬ 
ture Arts and Sciences is charged with deciding who is 
included, but the committee members’ names are "dis¬ 
creetly concealed from other members and the public,” 
to avoid lobbying efforts. 

"So for those friends who are on this list tonight, and many 
others who aren’t, we thank you for the memories,” Ben 
Affleck said when introducing the segment this year. 

Q: I have heard many different answers on how much the 
Girl Scouts earn from a box of cookies. Can you straighten 
this out? 

-- John A. Milani, Fayetteville, Ga. 

A: A box of cookies can cost anywhere from $3.50 to 
$5, which is determined by the local council, Anna Ma¬ 
ria Chavez, CEO of Girl Scouts of the USA, told CBSNews. 
com early last month. She said that if a box costs $4, she 
estimates 50 percent, or $2 per box, "is retained by the 
local Girl Scout council to support local programs and fa¬ 
cilities.” 

Another 25 percent is spent on rewards for the girls and 
"troop proceeds,” and the other 25 percent "pays the 
baker for the wholesale cost of the product,” Chavez 
said. 

Bakeries in Sioux City, S.D., and Louisville, Ky„ make the 
cookies. 

Q: Why do meteors explode in the atmosphere? 

-- Mike Cooper, Atlanta 

A: Meteors and other space debris travel through the 
vacuum of space at extremely high speeds. When a me¬ 
teor enters the Earth’s atmosphere, it creates friction and 
pressure that cause the meteor to heat and glow before 
it explodes or shatters into smaller pieces, most often in 
the part of the atmosphere called the mesosphere. 

Most meteors disintegrate before they reach Earth. The 
meteor that exploded about 12 to 15 miles over Russia on 
Feb. 15 likely was 55 to 65 feet in diameter and weighed 
about 10,000 tons. NASA reported that the meteor ex¬ 
ploded with the force of somewhere between 440 and 
500 kilotons of TNT, or more than 30 to 40 times the energy 
of the atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima in 1945. Only 
small pieces have been recovered. 

Q: How much do Cabinet members, such as the secretary 
of state, get paid? Do they qualify for federal pensions? 

-- Joe Sappington, Lawrenceville, Ga. 

A: The 15 chiefs of the executive departments who make 
up the Cabinet made $199,700 in 2012, according to the 
U.S. Office of Personnel Management. 

Retirement benefits and pensions for Cabinet members, 
and other federal employees, are determined by the 
Federal Employees Retirement System (FERS) and the 
Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS), and are based on 
years of service and salary levels, among other factors. 
They also participate in Social Security. □ 
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4 killed at NY shops; police search for suspect 


JOHN KEKIS 
MICHAEL HILL 
Associated Press 
HERKIMER, New York (AP) 

— A man suspected of 
shooting to death four 
people and wounding two 
others was believed to be 
in an abandoned build¬ 
ing surrounded by police 
Wednesday evening, po¬ 
lice said. 

Police officers were fired 
on from the building while 
looking for 64-year-old Kurt 
Myers, state police Super¬ 
intendent Joseph D’Amico 
said. D’Amico said at least 
one officer returned fire, 
but Myers' status was un¬ 
certain. 

“We're in no rush to bring 
this to a conclusion,” 
D'Amico said, adding that 
the main objective was 
to make sure no one else 
was hurt. Police said the 
rampage started with a 
fire in Myers’ apartment 
in the village of Mohawk 
on Wednesday morning. 
D'Amico said the gunman 
drove to a barber shop 


around the corner 
and used a shot¬ 
gun shot to kill two 
customers, whom 
he identified as 
Harry Montgom¬ 
ery, 68, and Mi¬ 
chael Rancier, 57. 
The shop's owner, 
John Seymour, and 
another custom¬ 
er, Dan Haslauer, 
were listed in criti¬ 
cal condition at a 
regional hospital. 
D'Amico said the 
gunman then 
drove to a me¬ 
chanic’s shop in 
nearby Herkimer 
and used the shot¬ 


Immigrant groups sue US border agencies 


MANUEL VALDES 
Associated Press 
SEATTLE (AP) — Immigrant 
advocacy groups have 
filed nearly a dozen com¬ 
plaints and lawsuits against 
U.S. Customs and Bor¬ 
der Protection across the 
country, claiming federal 
agents and officers mis¬ 
treated and discriminated 
against illegal immigrants 
and U.S. citizens alike. 

The groups alleged 
Wednesday that officers at 
Dulles International Airport 
outside Washington, D.C., 
were complicit in sending 
a 4-year-old American girl 
to Guatemala without giv¬ 
ing her parents a chance 
to retrieve her. Officers 
also detained a natural¬ 
ized citizen who had been 


working with farmworkers 
in New York, kept women 
in cold detention cells in 
Texas and lied on an arrest 
report that led to an illegal 
immigrant’s detention in 
Washington state, the ad¬ 
vocacy groups said. 

The complaints are the lat¬ 
est in a series of legal ac¬ 
tions taken against U.S. 
Customs and Border Pro¬ 
tection and U.S. Border 
Patrol from immigrant ad¬ 
vocacy groups, who have 
long sought to reform the 
agency’s conduct on the 
southern and northern bor¬ 
der. The cases involve fed¬ 
eral administrative com¬ 
plaints against the agency 
and lawsuits filed in federal 
court. 

Some seek monetary dam¬ 


ages. 

“By filing these cases, we're 
aiming to send a message 
to CBP that it's not above 
the law,” said Trina Real- 
muto of the Boston-based 
National Immigration Proj¬ 
ect. 

A U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection statement said 
the agency can’t com¬ 
ment on pending litigation, 
but adds that it stresses 
honor and integrity from its 
officers and agents. 

“We do not tolerate mis¬ 
conduct or abuse within 
our ranks and we fully co¬ 
operate with all investiga¬ 
tions of alleged unlawful 
conduct, on or off duty, 
by any of our CBP employ¬ 
ees and contractors,” the 
statement said. □ 



until police released 
his mug shot. 
Cangee’s owner 
Candy Rellin called 
Myers “just an odd 
little man.” 

Guns and ammuni¬ 
tion were found in¬ 
side an apartment 
at Myers’ building, 
but it was unclear 
whether they were 
from his apartment. 
James Baron, the 
mayor of Mohawk, 
said he didn’t know 
Myers but knew sev¬ 
eral of the people 
who were shot. The 


gun to kill Thomas 
Stefka, an employ¬ 
ee, and Michael 
Renshaw, a customer. 
“Everybody’s on lockdown, 
all the schools, the college, 
the village,” said Amanda 
Viscomi, Herkimer’s acting 
clerk-treasurer. “It's very, 
very scary.” 

Myers' only known police 
record was a 1973 drunken 


People stand outside the Empire Diner near the police line as officials search for a 
suspect in two shootings that killed four and injured at least two on, Wednesday, 


March 13, 2013, in Herkimer, N.Y. 


driving arrest. 

D’Amico said police had 
had no communication 
with Myers. 

Michele Mlinar, who tends 
bar at Cangee’s Bar and 
Grille in Herkimer, said My¬ 
ers frequently went in and 
had a bottle or two of beer 
and left without speaking 


(AP Photo/Mike Groll) 


to anyone. She said he 
was always alone and she 
didn’t even know his name 


mayor described 
the village as close- 
knit and friendly, 
“the kind of place 
where you’d say, 
‘Oh, it would never hap¬ 
pen here.”’Q 
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As tensions continue: 


North Korea makes sexist jab at South’s president 



South Korean President Park Geun-hye, third from left, pushes 
a cart to a counter to pay for her purchases at a retail store in 
Seoul, South Korea, Wednesday, March 13, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Yonhap, Ahn Jung-won) 


FOSTER KLUG 
HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— North Korea’s first pub¬ 
lic, senior-level mention of 
South Korea’s first female 
president ended up being 
a sexist jab. The body that 
controls North Korea’s mili¬ 
tary complained Wednes¬ 
day about the “venomous 
swish” of her skirt. 

But despite that swipe, 
and a continuing torrent 
of rhetoric from Pyong¬ 
yang threatening nuclear 
war and other mayhem. 
President Park Geun-hye is 
sticking by her campaign 
vow to reach out to North 
Korea’s young leader, Kim 
Jong Un, and to send the 
country much-needed hu¬ 
manitarian aid. 

Public frustration with the 
last five years of North- 
South relations, which saw 
North Korean nuclear tests, 
long-range rocket launch¬ 


es and attacks that left 
dozens of South Koreans 
dead, is a big part of the 
reason Park is trying to build 
trust with Pyongyang, even 
as she and South Korea's 
military promise to respond 
forcefully to any possible 
attack from the North. 

In recent days, North Ko¬ 
rea has vowed “merciless” 
retaliation and said it will 
no longer abide by the 
armistice that ended the 
Korean War. Pyongyang 
is angry about ongoing 
U.S.-South Korean military 
drills and about new U.N. 
sanctions, issued over the 
North’s December long- 
range rocket launch, 
which the U.N. called a 
cover for a banned missile 
test, and its third under¬ 
ground nuclear explosion, 
conducted Feb. 12. 

On Wednesday, an uniden¬ 
tified spokesman for the 
North Korean National De¬ 
fense Commission’s armed 


forces ministry repeated 
those threats while decry¬ 
ing South Korea's own re¬ 
cent rhetoric, including a 
warning from Seoul that 
North Korea’s government 
will “evaporate from the 


face of the Earth” if it ever 
uses a nuclear weapon. 
“This frenzy kicked up by 
the South Korean warmon¬ 
gers is in no way irrelevant 
with the venomous swish of 
skirt made by the one who 


again occupies" the presi¬ 
dential Blue House, the 
North Korean spokesman 
said in a statement. It was 
the first government criti¬ 
cism of Park to be reported 
by major North Korean me¬ 
dia since her Dec. 19 elec¬ 
tion. 

Park, the daughter of late 
South Korean dictator 
President Park Chung-hee, 
took office Feb. 25. She 
lived in the Blue House as a 
girl and, starting from age 
22, served for five years as 
her father’s first lady after 
a gunman claiming orders 
from North Korea killed her 
mother in a botched at¬ 
tack targeting Park Chung- 
hee. 

The term “swish of skirt” is 
often used in Korean to de¬ 
scribe women acting in a 
way seen as overly aggres¬ 
sive, such as housewives 
trying to micromanage all 
aspects of their children's 
educations. □ 


Police blamed for nearly all Egypt revolt deaths 


HAMZA HENDAWI 
Associated Press 
CAIRO (AP) — The highest- 
level inquiry into the deaths 
of nearly 900 protesters in 
Egypt's uprising has con¬ 
cluded that police were 
behind nearly all the killings 
and used snipers on roof¬ 


tops overlooking Cairo's 
Tahrir Square to shoot into 
the huge crowds. 

The report, parts of which 
were obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press, is the most 
authoritative and sweep¬ 


ing account of the killings 
and determines that the 
deadly force used could 
only have been authorized 
by Hosni Mubarak’s secu¬ 
rity chief, with the ousted 
president's full knowledge. 
The report of the fact¬ 
finding commission, cre¬ 


ated by Islamist President 
Mohammed Morsi, could 
weigh heavily in the up¬ 
coming retrial of Mubarak, 
as well as his security chief, 
former Interior Minister 
Habib el-Adly, and six top 


police commanders. It is 
likely also to fuel calls for 
reforming the powerful se¬ 
curity forces and lead to 
prosecutions of members 
of the police force. 

The findings were leaked 
at a sensitive time for the 
country’s police. Still hat¬ 
ed by most Egyptians, the 
force is in upheaval, with 
segments of police on strike 
and its chief. Interior Min¬ 
ister Mohammed Ibrahim, 
pleading not to drag it into 
politics. The force is also 
facing a challenge from 
Islamist groups threatening 
to set up “popular commit¬ 
tees" to fill what they call a 
security vacuum created 
by the police strike. 

Part of the force also is 
protesting what some offi¬ 
cers see as an attempt by 
Morsi’s Muslim Brotherhood 
to control the force. The 
Brotherhood denies the 
charge. The Interior Minis¬ 
try, which controls the po¬ 
lice, has repeatedly reject¬ 
ed charges that it bore re¬ 
sponsibility for the killings in 
Cairo and other cities dur¬ 
ing the 18-day uprising that 
began on Jan. 25, 2011, 


and ended with Mubarak 
stepping down. In con¬ 
trast, the pro-democracy 
activists behind the upris¬ 
ing have long maintained 
that police were to blame. 
Mubarak and el-Adly, the 
second most powerful fig¬ 
ure after the ousted leader, 
were convicted and sen¬ 
tenced to life in jail in June 
2012 for failing to stop the 
killings, but the two have 
successfully appealed their 
convictions. The six top po¬ 
lice commanders put on 
trial with Mubarak and el- 
Adly — including the head 
of security in Cairo and the 
commander of the riot po¬ 
lice — were acquitted of 
charges related to the kill¬ 
ings. The prosecution ap¬ 
pealed that verdict and a 
new trial of the eight will 
start next month. 

The report was submitted 
to Morsi and the nation’s 
top prosecutor late last 
year. Morsi, Egypt's first 
freely elected president, 
has repeatedly vowed to 
seek retribution for the vic¬ 
tims of the revolution and 
has ordered pensions and 
monetary compensation 


for families of the dead 
and wounded. 

He has also decreed the 
creation of a special pros¬ 
ecution office to inves¬ 
tigate and refer to trials 
criminal cases related to 
the uprising. 

One of the report’s au¬ 
thors, lawyer and rights 
activist Mohsen Bahnasy, 
said he planned to submit 
relevant parts of the report 
to the prosecution in the 
Mubarak case as well as 
to other courts trying po¬ 
licemen charged with kill¬ 
ing protesters. In the past 
two years, trials of police¬ 
men over protester killings 
have almost all ended with 
acquittals. It is up to the 
top prosecutor to officially 
request that the report 
be included in the new 
Mubarak trial, according 
to human rights lawyer 
Gamal Eid. Police brutality 
during Mubarak’s 29 years 
in office was a key cause 
of the uprising, but the 
army generals who took 
over for him, and Morsi, 
who followed them, have 
so far failed to reform the 
force.Q 



In this Jan. 28, 2011 photo, Egyptian anti-government activists 
clash with riot police in Cairo, Egypt. 

(AP Photo/Ben Curtis) 
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European parliament rejects bloc’s budget agreement 


JAMES KANTER 
© 2013 New York Times 
BRUSSELS - The lawmak¬ 
ers of the European Union 
gave austerity a poke in 
the eye Wednesday by 
overwhelmingly rejecting 
the bloc's proposed bud¬ 
get of 960 billion euros in its 
current form. 

EU leaders deadlocked 
over the seven-year plan 
in November but reached 
a deal last month after a 
24-hour marathon of talks 
that resulted in spending 
cuts for the first time in the 
union’s history. 

Lawmakers at the Europe¬ 
an Parliament cast doubt 
on that plan Wednesday, 
casting 506 votes in favor 
of a resolution demanding 
significant changes to the 
way the money should be 
spent and the option to 
raise the overall sum in the 
coming years. 

There were 161 votes 


against the resolution and 
23 abstentions. 

The union’s budget - for 
farming, transportation 
and other infrastructure, 
and big research projects 
- amounts to about 1 per¬ 
cent of the bloc's estimat¬ 
ed gross domestic product 
over its seven-year span. 
But it involves furious horse¬ 
trading as leaders focus on 
getting the best deal for 
their own countries, rather 
than putting the emphasis 
on pan-European consid¬ 
erations. 

The opposition from the 
Parliament, which was 
given the formal power to 
veto budgets under the Lis¬ 
bon Treaty of 2009, presents 
a significant hurdle. As a 
result of the vote Wednes¬ 
day, the governments of 
the union’s 27 member 
states must now work out 
another compromise - this 
time with Parliament. The 


process could take months. 
“It was foreseeable that 
the European Parliament 
would refuse," Martin 
Schulz, the president of the 
legislature, said at a news 
conference after the vote. 
“We don’t want to see the 


European Union going in 
the direction of a deficit 
union.” The Parliament’s 
resolution called on EU gov¬ 
ernments to settle their out¬ 
standing bills and to give 
scope to the Parliament 
and to EU governments to 


move funds among differ¬ 
ent areas of the budget to 
meet needs as they arise. 
That means money that 
might ordinarily go unspent 
would be spent, but with¬ 
out changing the overall 
budget figure. 

Schulz said he would for¬ 
mally present the resolution 
voted on Wednesday to EU 
leaders when they gath¬ 
ered in Brussels for a two- 
day summit meeting on the 
bloc’s economy starting 
Thursday evening. 

The leaders of the 17 coun¬ 
tries of the euro area will 
hold a separate meeting 
Thursday night that is to 
be attended by the newly 
elected center-right presi¬ 
dent of Cyprus, Nicos Anas- 
tasiades. 

On Friday, eurozone fi¬ 
nance ministers are ex¬ 
pected to assess ways of 
overcoming the remaining 
obstacles to a deal. □ 


s 



The president of the European Parliament, Martin Schulz, greets 
Israeli President Shimon Peres in Strasbourg, eastern France, 
Tuesday, March 12, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Christian Lutz) 


Saudi Arabia executes 7 men after appeals rejected 


A. AL-SHIHRI 
Associated Press 
RIYADH, Saudi Arabia (AP) 

— Seven Saudi men con¬ 
victed of theft, looting and 
armed robbery were ex¬ 
ecuted on Wednesday, 
according to the country's 
official news agency, more 
than a week after their 
families and a rights group 
appealed to the king for 
clemency. 

The executions took place 
in Abha, a city in the south¬ 
ern region of Asir, the Saudi 
Press Agency said. 

A resident who witnessed 
the execution said the 
seven were shot dead by 
a firing squad, a first in the 
kingdom, which traditional¬ 


ly has beheaded convicts 
sentenced to death. 

The witness spoke on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity because 
he feared retribution. 
Amnesty International 
called the executions an 
“act of sheer brutality.” 

“We are outraged by the 
execution of seven men 
in Saudi Arabia this morn¬ 
ing. We oppose the death 
penalty in all circumstanc¬ 
es, but this case has been 
particularly shocking,” said 
Philip Luther, Amnesty’s 
Middle East and North Af¬ 
rica director. 

“It is a bloody day when a 
government executes sev¬ 
en people on the grounds 
of ‘confessions’ obtained 


under torture, submitted at 
a trial where they had no 
legal representation or re¬ 
course to appeal,” Luther 
said. 

The New-York based Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch said at 
least two of the seven were 
under 18 at the time of the 
alleged crimes. 

“These executions are yet 
another example of Saudi 
Arabia’s complete disre¬ 
gard of international hu¬ 
man rights standards,” 
said Eric Goldstein, deputy 
Middle East director at Hu¬ 
man Rights Watch. “Saudi 
authorities need to uphold 
their human rights obliga¬ 
tions and cease these horri¬ 
fying executions of juvenile 


offenders.” 

The south has been mar¬ 
ginalized and suffered dis¬ 
crimination by the powerful 
central region where the 
capital, Riyadh, and the 
holy shrines of Mecca and 
Medina are located. 

The seven were arrested in 
2006 and received death 
sentences in 2009, a Saudi 
newspaper reported at the 
time. 

The case was back in focus 
after Human Rights Watch 
earlier this month called for 
the sentences to be can¬ 
celed because the men 
were juveniles at the time 
of their arrest. 

One of the men told The 
Associated Press in early 


March that he was only 15 
when he was arrested as 
part of a ring that stole jew¬ 
elry in 2004 and 2005. Nasser 
al-Qahtani said he was tor¬ 
tured to confess and had 
no access to lawyers.□ 


Al-Qahtani said that dur¬ 
ing the years-long trial, he 
only faced the judge three 
times and when the men 
tried to complain to the 
judge about the torture or 
show torture marks on their 
bodies, they were ignored. 
He also said the judge nev¬ 
er assigned him a lawyer. 
The original sentences 
called for death by firing 
squad and crucifixion. Q 
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Germany: 

Authorities move against Islamic extremists 


DAVID RISING 
Associated Press 
BERLIN (AP) — German au¬ 
thorities banned three ultra¬ 
conservative Islamic groups 
Wednesday and separate¬ 
ly announced they had 
foiled a suspected assas¬ 
sination attempt by Islamic 
extremists against a promi¬ 
nent far-right politician. 

The groups banned includ¬ 
ed one whose Internet pro¬ 
paganda videos helped 
inspire the extremist who 
killed two American airmen 
at Frankfurt airport in 2011, 
the country’s domestic in¬ 
telligence chief said. 

Police launched early 
morning raids on 21 apart¬ 
ments and one meet¬ 
ing room belonging to 
DawaFFM, Islamic Audios 
and al-Nussrah — all of 
which adhere to the hard¬ 
core conservative Salafi in¬ 
terpretation of Islam. 

The groups were largely in¬ 
volved in recruitment, fund¬ 
raising and propaganda, 
including videos and other 
postings urging people to 
fight against those who did 
not believe in their version 
of Islam, said Hans-Georg 
Maassen, the head of 
Germany's domestic intel¬ 
ligence service, the Office 
for the Protection of the 
Constitution. 

“These organizations are 
oriented against the basic 
right to freedom of religion 
— against Christians and 
other faiths including Shi¬ 
ites,” Maassen said. 

For example, he said, in one 
DawaFFM YouTube post¬ 
ing, an Arabic speaker told 
Shiite Muslims: “If the Proph¬ 
et Muhammad heard your 
words he'd hack off your 
hands and feet and banish 


you from the earth.” 

It was also DawaFFM You¬ 
Tube videos and Facebook 
postings that helped radi¬ 
calize Arid Uka — the lone- 
wolf attacker who killed 
two U.S. airmen and injured 
two others at the Frankfurt 
Airport in 2011, Maassen 
said. 

Uka was convicted of 
murder last year and sen- 


2013. 


fenced to life in prison. 

In an operation unrelated 
to the ban on the groups, 
police arrested four men 
overnight on suspicion of 
planning to murder the 
leader of a far-right fringe 
party known as pro-NRW. 
Two of them men were ar¬ 
rested in a vehicle near 
the home of Markus Beisi- 
cht in the western city of 
Leverkusen, police said in a 
statement. Two other men 
were arrested when police 
searched private prop¬ 
erties in Essen and Bonn, 
where a firearm and “ma¬ 
terial suitable for the manu¬ 
facture of explosives" were 
also found. 


“The men are considered 
part of the Salafi scene," 
police said. 

The Salafi movement in 
Germany has been grow¬ 
ing quickly, attracting both 
Muslims and converts, pri¬ 
marily men between ages 
20 and 30. In 2011 there 
were some 3,800 people 
Salafis known to authorities 
and there are now some 


4,500. 

Some 70 percent are Ger¬ 
mans and 30 percent are 
non-Germans, coming 
from a variety of nations 
including Turkey, Morocco 
and Bosnia, according to 
a security official who was 
only allowed to discuss the 
figures on condition of an¬ 
onymity. About a quarter 
are Muslim converts. 

They have been under 
close observation since 
2010, but that was stepped 
up further last year after 
they clashed with police 
in Bonn last year at a pro- 
NRW demonstration. 
Following the incident, a 
known German-born terror¬ 


ist who is now based in Pak¬ 
istan's border area with Af¬ 
ghanistan called on Salafis 
in Germany to kill mem¬ 
bers of pro-NRW as well as 
employees of Der Spiegel 
magazine, which printed 
photos of the demonstra¬ 
tors holding signs showing 
caricatures of the Prophet 
Muhammad. 

“We have determined that 


(AP Photo/Markus Schreiber) 

in the past year the Salafis 
have begun acting not 
only aggressively and mili- 
tantly in their prayer rooms 
or on the Internet but also 
violently on the streets,” 
Maassen said. 

Already last summer. In¬ 
terior Minister Hans-Peter 
Friedrich banned the Salafi 
organization Millatu Ibra¬ 
him, of which al-Nussrah 
was a splinter group, and 
opened the investigation 
of DawaFFM. 

He said Wednesday’s move 
to extend the ban should 
be seen as a “clear sign 
against those who practice 
exclusion, violence and 
intolerance. ”□ 


Damascus: 

Mortar bombing 
kills 3, injures 50 

BARBARA SURK 
Associated Press 
BEIRUT (AP) - Mortar shells 
struck a residential area in 
central Syria Wednesday, kill¬ 
ing three people and wound¬ 
ing more than 50, including a 
number of women and chil¬ 
dren, state-run news agency 
said. 

The latest mortar attacks 
came as Syrian government 
troops fought fierce battles 
with rebels for control of key 
neighborhoods in the north¬ 
east of the capital, residents 
and activists said. 

SANA said "terrorists" target¬ 
ed the al-Boukhtyar neigh¬ 
borhood of Damascus with 
mortars and that two of the 
mortar shells struck near an 
orphanage. The Syrian gov¬ 
ernment refers to rebels 
fighting to topple President 
Bashar Assad as terrorists. 
Rebels have stepped up mor¬ 
tar attacks on Damascus in 
recent weeks, striking deeper 
than ever into the heart of 
the city in a new tactic to try 
and loosen Assad's grip on his 
main stronghold. 

The pro-government Al-Ekh- 
bariya TV aired footage of 
the attacks, showing houses 
and cars on fire and firefight¬ 
ers working to extinguish the 
flames. People were shown 
weeping and cursing the reb¬ 
els. Also, a European Union 
staff member was killed in a 
rocket attack on an opposi¬ 
tion stronghold south of the 
capital, the EU said. 
Opposition fighters have 
been trying to advance into 
Damascus for weeks, batter¬ 
ing regime checkpoints and 
military bases in the heavily 
fortified capital.□ 



German Interior Minister Hans-Peter Friedrich briefs the media in Berlin, Wednesday, March 13, 
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Russia says arming Syria rebels 
would breach international law 


C. VINOGRAD 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — Russia’s 
foreign minister warned 
Thursday that arming Syria's 
rebels would be a breach 
of international law, hitting 
back at recent suggestions 
for a European Union arms 
embargo to be lifted. 
Moscow has been the 
main ally of Syrian Presi¬ 
dent Bashar Assad, shield¬ 
ing him from the U.N. sanc¬ 
tions over the two-year 
conflict, which started as 
an uprising and became a 
full-blown civil war, claim¬ 
ing the lives of more than 
70,000 people. 

With the conflict dead¬ 
locked, Britain last month 
successfully pushed for 
changes to an arms em¬ 
bargo to allow EU member 
states to provide nonlethal 
aid — such as armored ve¬ 
hicles — to rebels. The U.S. 
also said it would for the first 
time provide non-lethal aid 
to the rebels. 

Britain and France have 
signaled their support for 
lifting the embargo further 
to allow weapons into Syr¬ 
ia, but Russian Foreign Min¬ 
ister Sergey Lavrov insisted 
Wednesday that dialogue 
is the only way forward and 
signaled his government 
would vehemently oppose 
any move to arm the Syrian 
opposition. 

“International law does not 
permit the supply of arms to 
non-governmental actors,” 
Lavrov told a joint news 
conference in London with 
British Foreign Secretary Wil¬ 
liam Hague. 

But Hague stressed that 
Britain wasn’t ruling out any 
possibilities with regard to 
Syria, saying the situation 
in the country was “cata¬ 
strophic” and could get 
worse. 

“Anything we do will be 
legal and clearly stated 
to our country and to the 


international community,” 
Hague said. 

His remarks come a day 
after Prime Minister David 
Cameron hinted the U.K. 
might withhold approval 
for an extension of the arms 
embargo when it is due to 
expire in May. French For¬ 
eign Minister Laurent Fabius 
earlier this week said the EU 
will soon have to consider 
allowing weapons to be 
tunneled to the outgunned 
Syrian rebels. 

But diplomats from some 
EU countries have said they 
believe more guns is the 
last thing Syria needs. The 
different viewpoints raise 
the prospect that some 
countries might go it alone 
when the current EU em¬ 
bargo expires in May. 
Cameron alluded to that 
possibility on Tuesday in re¬ 
marks to a parliamentary 
committee. When asked 
about his position on the 
embargo, Cameron said 
he hopes “we can per¬ 
suade our European part¬ 
ners (and) if and when a 
further change becomes 
necessary, they will agree 
with us. 

Still, officials cautioned that 
Cameron’s words reflected 
a willingness to keep “all 
options on the table" — not 
a warning. 

Getting changes to the 
arms embargo in February 
was a start, and time will tell 
what effect those changes 
have on the ground and 
if they help protect civil¬ 
ian lives, an official said of 
anonymity in keeping with 
government policy. 

“We’ve been gradually 
hardening our stance," the 
official said. “The situation 
is clearly getting worse not 
better and the political di¬ 
plomacy track — hard as 
we are working it — isn't 
having the pressure on 
Assad at the moment to 
engage with that.”Q 



Britain's Foreign Secretary William Hague, left, shakes hands with after signing an agreement to 
hold further talks with Foreign Minister of Russia Sergei Lavrov during a joint Britain - Russia, foreign 
and defence ministerial conference at Lancaster House in London Wednesday March 13, 2013. 

(AP Photo/Stefan Rousseau) 
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Myanmar: 

Outraged over Suu Kyi mine endorsement 


Shark fatally attacks man 
off south Jamaican coast 


YADANA HTUN 
Associated Press 
MONYWA, Myanmar (AP) 

— Myanmar opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
met with rare public scorn 
Wednesday as she tried 
to justify an official report 
endorsing continued op¬ 
eration of a copper mine 
in northwestern Myanmar 
opposed by many local 
residents. Suu Kyi traveled 
to Monywa township on 
Wednesday to talk with 
protesters about the re¬ 
port of a commission she 
led to investigate the Let- 
padaung mine's opera¬ 
tions and a police crack¬ 
down on a protest there 
last November that left 
scores of people badly in¬ 
jured. 

The report, made public 
Tuesday, said honoring 
the mining contract with 
a Chinese joint venture 
outweighed villagers’ de¬ 
mands that mining opera¬ 
tions be halted because 
of alleged social and envi¬ 
ronmental problems. It only 
mildly criticized police, de¬ 
spite the injuries caused to 
protesters, mostly Buddhist 
monks, by the use of incen¬ 
diary smoke bombs. 

More than 700 protesters 
shouted denunciations of 
the report as Suu Kyi's mo¬ 
torcade passed between 
visits to four local villages. 
Raising fheir fists in the air, 
protesters yelled, “We 
don’t want the commis¬ 
sion” and “To stop the Let- 
padaung copper project 
is our duty,” shouting loud¬ 
er as Suu Kyi’s car came 


closer. Sandar, a protester 
from Alaltaw village, said 
fhe report neglected the 
troubles the mine caused 
local residents. “We feel 
that Mother Suu doesn't 
have sympathy for us. We 
are fighting for the truth," 
she said, calling Suu Kyi by 
a term used by her sup¬ 
porters. 

“We are not clear wheth¬ 
er she made this decision 
because she is afraid of 
fhe milifary company or 
because she doesn’t love 


us. We want her to know 
that we are not protesting 
out of idleness,” she said. 
Myanmar Economic Hold¬ 
ing Ltd., a military-con- 
trolled holding company, 
is the local joint venture 
party in the mine. 

Suu Kyi’s endorsement of 
the commission's findings 
could erode some of the 
deep and wide support 
she has enjoyed for more 
than two decades as she 


spearheaded the demo¬ 
cratic opposition to the 
repressive former military 
government. A nominally 
civilian elected govern¬ 
ment took power in 2011, 
and Suu Kyi's National 
League for Democracy 
party contested by-elec¬ 
tions last year, giving her a 
seat in parliament. 

As her party has agreed 
to play by parliamentary 
rules — in effect endors¬ 
ing the army-backed gov¬ 
ernment’s reform efforts 


(AP Photo/Khin Maung Win) 

— there is an opening for 
more hard-core anti-mili¬ 
tary activists to win over a 
share of disaffected voters 
who prefer a quicker pace 
of change fhan allowed 
under fhe army-dicfafed 
consfitufion. The nexf gen¬ 
eral election is in 2015. 
Protesters say the mine, a 
joint venture with China’s 
Wan Bao mining compa¬ 
ny, causes environmental, 
social and health problems 
and should be shut down. 
The report said the opera¬ 
tion should not be halted, 
but acknowledged that 
the mine lacked strong 
environmental protection 
measures and would not 
create more jobs for local 
people. It said scrapping 
the mine could create ten¬ 
sion with China and could 
discourage badly needed 
foreign investment. 

Those seeking to stop the 
project contend that the 
$997 million joint venture 
deal, signed in May 2010, 
did not undergo parlia¬ 
mentary scrutiny because 
it was concluded under the 
previous military regimeO 


DAVID McFADDEN 
Associated Press 
KINGSTON, Jamaica (AP) 

— A large shark fatally at¬ 
tacked a spear fisherman 
on Tuesday as he dove in 
waters miles off the coast 
of southern Jamaica, ac¬ 
cording to authorities and 
colleagues of the dead 
man. 

Police identified the vic¬ 
tim as 68-year-old George 
Facey of the western town 
of Savanna-la-Mar. They 
said he was among a 
group of Jamaican fisher¬ 
men who left the Old Har¬ 
bour Bay Fishing Beach 
early in the day and en¬ 
countered sharks while 
diving off a remote cay lo¬ 
cated some three miles off 
the south coast. Compton 
Campbell, a local fisher¬ 
man who was close friends 
with Facey, said he was 
told by colleagues that the 
veteran spear fisherman 
gof separated from the 
group and was attacked 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico 
(AP) — Hundreds of police 
officers gathered Wednes¬ 
day in front of Puerto Rico’s 
seaside Capitol building 
to protest proposed cuts 
in retirement benefits and 
to demand higher wages 
and overtime pay. 

The officers also protested 
a recent announcement 
by Gov. Alejandro Garcia 
Padilla that public employ¬ 
ees will have to take time 
off rather than be paid for 
accrued sick leave. Garcia 
has since said that if mon¬ 
ey is available, police offi¬ 
cers are among those who 
would be paid. 

Last month, Garcia said 
that benefits need to be 
reduced and contributions 
increased to ensure the is¬ 
land's public pension sys¬ 
tem does not collapse. 

The protest was organized 
a day after Garcia an¬ 
nounced a $100 monthly 
salary increase for police 
officers, as well as free tu¬ 
ition at the island’s largest 
public university for the 
children of slain police offi- 


by a possibly 16-foot-long 
(4.8-meter-long) shark, like¬ 
ly a tiger shark. 

“It’s awful and a big shock. 
That shark shredded him 
up. I knew him very well 
and I can tell you that he 
was a very good man, a 
good Christian,” Campbell 
said during a phone inter¬ 
view. Police said that Fac¬ 
ey was bitten several times. 
As the big shark circled, his 
companions managed to 
retrieve his bleeding body 
from the water and re¬ 
turned to shore, accord¬ 
ing to fishermen. Anthony 
Daley, a fisherman who 
was on the Tuesday fish¬ 
ing trip, told The Jamaica 
Gleaner newspaper that 
he saw the shark that killed 
Facey and it was the larg¬ 
est he had ever witnessed 
in a decade of fishing. 

“Me fish everywhere in 
Jamaica and even as far 
away as Honduras and 
fhis is fhe biggesf shark me 
ever see. □ 


cers. He also said overtime 
pay would not be taxed. 
The measures are expect¬ 
ed to go into effect in July, 
but police unions say they 
do not believe the chang¬ 
es will occur. 

The protest comes as Gar¬ 
cia seeks to retain Hector 
Pesquera as the island's 
police chief. 

Pesquera was assistant di¬ 
rector of Miami's Porf Au¬ 
thority before faking the 
Puerto Rico police chief 
job in April 2012 and has 
previously said he would 
eventually return to that 
post. 

There has been no official 
announcemenf abouf 
Pesquera leaving his cur¬ 
rent job, but Garcia said 
this week he is talking to 
officials in Florida’s Miami- 
Dade County about the 
possibility of Pesquera re¬ 
maining in Puerto Rico. 
Pesquera, who has not 
commented on the is¬ 
sue, currently oversees the 
second-largest force in the 
U.S. with more than 17,000 
officers. □ 
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Myanmar opposition leader Aung San Suu Kyi, center, is 
greeted by villagers as she visits Wethmay village, an area near 
the Letpadaung copper mine, in Monywa township, central 
Myanmar, Wednesday, March 13, 2013. 


Puerto Rican police seeking 
higher wages, overtime pay 




























Loyal group of visitors 
to Aruba honored at the 
Divi Phoenix Resort! 


PALM BEACH - Recently 
Jonathan Boekhoudt from 
the Aruba Tourism Author¬ 
ity had the great pleasure 
of presenting a group of 
loyal Aruba visitors at the 
Divi Phoenix Beach Resort 
with their certificates of 
distinction from the Gov¬ 
ernment of Aruba for their 
consecutive years return¬ 
ing to Aruba for their vaca¬ 
tions! 

Present at this ceremony 
were: the Cunninghams, 
the Clarkes, the Minnies, 


the Fairbanks, the Reales 
and Camille Strano. All of 
these loyal visitors were 
presented with beauti¬ 
ful certificates and can 
officially call Aruba their 
“home away from home”. 
Featured in the photo are 
the honorees, together 
with Avril, activities coor¬ 
dinator at the Divi Phoenix 
Beach Resort, and Jona¬ 
than Boekhoudt from the 
Aruba Tourism Authority. 
Congratulations to all of 
the honoreesO 



ATA honors special guests at Paradise Beach Villas 


EAGLE BEACH - Recently 
Aruba Tourism Authority 
had the great pleasure of 
honoring a group of very 
loyal and friendly Goodwill 
Ambassadors. 

The honorees are Albert 
and Suzanne Lapane, resi¬ 
dents of Windsor, Connect¬ 
icut, and Raymond and 
Linda Collard, residents 
of Leamington, Ontario, 


as Goodwill Ambassadors 
to Aruba. The honorees 
are members of Paradise 
Beach Villas and have 
been enjoying the island 
every year. The symbolic 
honorary title is presented 
in the name of the Minis¬ 
ter of Tourism as a token 
of appreciation to guests 
who visit Aruba for 10-to-20 
years consecutive. 


The main reasons why they 
keep coming back to Aru¬ 
ba are the friendly people, 
the beaches, the beauti¬ 
ful weather, and the local 
food. The certificate was 
presented by Darline S. de 
Cuba representing Aruba 
Tourism Authority, and 
Milca Erasmus, Human Re¬ 
sources Manager at Para¬ 
dise Beach Villas. □ 
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Louis Vuitton publishes a new collection of travel books 


ORANJESTAD - Louis Vuitton 
Aruba, located at Renais¬ 
sance Mall, is proud to an¬ 
nounce the Maison’s latest 
addition to its collection of 
fine publications. After the 
famous City Guides, Louis 
Vuitton publishes in May 
2013 a new collection of 
books under the title: “Louis 
Vuitton Travel Book". A new 
and original approach to 
travel books, that can be 
described by being some¬ 
where between the travel 
journal and the sketch 
book. 

This collection is launched 
with four titles: Easter Island 


by Daniel Arsham, Lon¬ 
don by Natsko Seki, Paris 
by Cheri Samba and New 
York by Jean-Philippe Del- 
homme. 

The Louis Vuitton “Travel 
Book” collection is an in¬ 
vitation to real and virtual 
journeys, enriched by in¬ 
tellectual stimulation and 
poignant moments. In 
its pages, the illustrations 
of renowned artists and 
promising young talents tell 
the stories of the cities and 
countries they have visited, 
depicting each place's 
varied architecture and 
special light, and recording 
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the passing days and the 
lives of its people. 

As heirs of the Louis Vuit¬ 
ton “Carnets de Voyage" 
collection, which for nearly 
twenty years captured the 
urban adventures of a few 
illustrators and watercolor¬ 
ists, the “Travel Books” of¬ 
fer a new, contemporary 
vision of travel, exploring 
both remote wildernesses 
and cities that never sleep. 
This fresh approach dares 
to examine different cul¬ 
tures through the eyes of 
artists who are unfamiliar 
with them. 

The Congolese artist Cheri 
Samba shows us Paris; the 
American Daniel Arsham, 
Easter Island; the French¬ 
man JeanPhilippe Del- 
homme. New York; and the 
young Japanese illustrator 
Natsko Seki, London. 

Each artist confronts an un¬ 
familiar place with a view¬ 
point sharpened by the 
surprise of the unknown or 
stimulated by the pleasure 
of rediscovery. This vision of 
a place as a blank, unlined 
page inspires incisive com¬ 
mentaries that may be nar¬ 
rative, affectionate, satiri¬ 
cal or picturesque. 

Going beyond the picto¬ 
rial vocation of these trav¬ 
el journals, the collection 
highlights the rich aesthetic 
horizons of today’s art. 

The creative worlds on 


show are highly diverse: 
during their travels, these 
artists from various corners 
of the world were free to 
choose their mode of ex¬ 
pression and communi¬ 
cated their views of other 
places through drawing, 
painting, collage, con¬ 
temporary art, illustration, 
cartoons or manga. Some 
of the original works born 
of these journeys, whether 
figurative or more allusive, 
have been acquired by 
Louis Vuitton and will join 
the collection of contem¬ 
porary art being put to¬ 
gether by the house, en¬ 
riching it with the diversity 
of viewpoints represented. 
Each year, new destina¬ 
tions and new titles will be 
added to this collection. 
After Easter Island, London, 
New York and Paris, you will 
discover Venice through 
the drawings of manga art¬ 
ist Jiro Taniguchi, as well as 
Vietnam how it was expe¬ 
rienced by Italian comic 
books author Lorenzo Mat- 
totti. 

For each new title, a num¬ 
bered and signed limited 
edition will be available 
in selected Louis Vuitton 
stores. 

After the books are 
launched in May, inter¬ 
views with the artists will be 
available for viewing on 
www.louisvuitton.com. □ 
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Lucy celebrates her birthday in style at Amazonia 




PALM BEACH - Local resi¬ 
dent Vera Seifer, hosted 
a cozy birthday party for 
Lucy Cabanas, inviting 
Lucy’s family members to 
celebrate the special oc¬ 
casion over delicious dinner 
at Amazonia Churrascaria. 
Dinner guests enjoyed the 
fresh seasonal salad bar 
and the parade of perfectly 


grilled meats, as presented 
by the restaurant's roaming 
gauchos. The restaurant re¬ 
cently announced that Ex¬ 
ecutive Chef Victor added 
a few new surprises to the 
salad bar, which already 
features over 50 varied and 
irresistible choices, news 
worthy of a press release on 
its own! □ 
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Team Aruba has great first outing of the season! 



ORANJESTAD/ROCKING- 
HAM, NC - For a team that is 
familiar with struggle, Trevor 
Eman and Team Aruba 
were delighted to start the 
2013 season off with a very 
respectable semi-final fin¬ 
ish. “It was certainly great 
to start the season making 
it to the semi-finals with this 
Aruba.com/Alltel Wireless 
Team,” told Eman. “For the 
past two years the seasons 
never started the way we 
needed them to. Hopefully 
we keep the momentum 
going and win some races 
this year. 

“Our weekend started with 
a successful car display 
for Alltel Wireless in Rock¬ 
ingham on Wednesday. 
The great folks from Alltel 
Wireless also joined us on 
Saturday and Sunday at 
the track, setting up their 
customer service table to 
be able to attend to all the 
race fans and Alltel Wireless 
customers. We love having 
the Alltel team join us for 
these events.” 


Between weather condi¬ 
tions and traveling the dis¬ 
tances between Aruba and 
the team’s shop in South 
Carolina, there was no time 
for off season testing un¬ 
til the days leading up to 
the ADRL Dragpalooza IX. 
The team was still working 
out the right combination 


during qualifying, but man¬ 
aged a 4.103 which put 
them in the number 10 spot. 
During eliminations, Eman 
was definitely on his driving 
game. Although taking on 
the higher qualified Rich¬ 
ard Penland in round one, 
Eman's .008 light and 4.05 
elapsed time was no match 


for Penland's .083 and 4.31. 
In round two, the Aruba, 
com laid down another 
4.05, but it was Eman’s .013 
that put him ahead of Pete 
Berner's 4.04 at the finish 
line for a hole shot win. For 
the semi finals Eman was up 
against number one quali¬ 
fier, John Deflorian. Know¬ 


ing that they would have 
to pull out all the stops to 
win this round, Eman went 
for his best light and came 
up .001 red. Still, the Aruba, 
com Mustang ran another 
great number, 4.06. Deflo¬ 
rian proved to be tough to 
beat with a .005 light and 
4.05 elapsed time. 

“We made some changes 
for this race and we cer¬ 
tainly saw the results of 
that," continued Eman. 
“We spent two days testing 
prior to the race and that 
didn’t go quite the way we 
wanted, but we got things 
turned around just in time 
to perform well in elimina¬ 
tions. The car and motor 
performed flawlessly dur¬ 
ing eliminations. We had 
a tough draw in the semi 
finals in the number one 
qualifier, but we still ran a 
very competitive race. Our 
team can be very proud of 
what we’ve accomplished 
here. Also, congratulations 
to John Deflorian on win¬ 
ning the eventiQ 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “from the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of Drift¬ 
wood Fishing Charters, the 
successful fisherman of the 
established seafood restau¬ 
rant Driftwood in Oranjestad. 
Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweater has a love and 
passion for fishing. 

A fisherman who knows about fish, 
what our local waters have to offer, 
and what the words :fresh seafood” 
really mean. 

What Herby catches will be served 
in his restaurant on the same day. 
Herby loves to share his fishing 
passion with the many visitors to 
the island. His fleet of a 35ft. Twin 
Engine Bertram yacht and a 50ft. 
Twin Engine Post yacht, 
appropriately called “Driftwood I 
and II, is available for charters on 
12 noon and from 1pm to 5pm. 




Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: captain, mate 
all fishing equipment, bait, sodas 
and bottled water. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and snacks are 
also included. 

You can call Herby directly at (297) 
592 4040 or go to www.drftwooda- 
ruba.com 

Driftwood Restaurant. This 
authentic Aruban seafood restau¬ 
rant is located in characteristic 
downtown Oranjestad. Their 


extended menu has been jubled by 
many. Driftwood offers daily spe¬ 
cials, as well as a delicious 4-course 
menu for just $25.95 Charter deep 
sea fishing rates: $400 - 1/2 day • 
$760 - full day. Rates per boat Max. 
6 people. Driftwood Restaurant 
Authentic Aruban Seafood Res¬ 
taurant; Klipstraat #12, Downtown 
Oranjestad. Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www. d riftwood a ru ba. com 
Open hours: every day, from 5pm till 
10:30pm. Sunday Closed. 





































Alex Morgan, of the US 
celebrates on the back of 
Sydney Leroux after scoring 
the opening goal against 
Germany during their Algarve 
Cup women’s soccer final 
match Wednesday, March 13 
2013, at the Algarve stadium 
outside Faro, southern 
Portugal. 

Associated Press 

U.S. women 
beat Germany 
2-0 for title 

The Associated Press 
Alex Morgan scored twice 
in the first half as the U.S. 
defeated Germany 2-0 
Wednesday night in the fi¬ 
nal of the Algarve Cup at 
Faro, Portugal. The Ameri¬ 
cans won the tournament 
for the ninth time in 18 ap¬ 
pearances. 

“It's great to continue the 
winning tradition that the 
U.S. team has," said Tom 
Sermanni, who took over 
this year after Pia Sund- 
hage left to coach her 
native Sweden. “At least I 
haven’t been a jinx in the 
short term.” 

The Americans have won 
the last three Olympic gold 
medals, including two un¬ 
der Sundhage, but have 
not won the Women’s 
World Cup since 1999. 

“It was such a good foun¬ 
dation for us. Now we just 
need to work off that,” 
defender Ali Krieger said. 


Continued on page 20 
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Despite title 


In this Feb. 17, 2010 file photo^Lindsey 
Vonn of the United States celebrates 
in the finish area after completing trie 
Women’s downhill at the Vanequyffl 
2010 Olympics in Whistler, Britislv 
Columbia. 

Associated Press 
Page 18 
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Absent Vonn retains World Cup downhill title 



In this Saturday, Jan. 19, 2013 file photo, Lindsey Vonn, of the 
United States, celebrates at the finish area after winning an 
Alpine Ski World Cup women’s downhill, in Cortina D’Ampezzo, 
Italy. 

Associated Press 


GRAHAM DUNBAR 
AP Sports Writer 
LENZERHEIDE, Switzerland 
(AP) — The weather was 
on Lindsey Vonn’s side this 
time when it came down 
to deciding a World Cup 
title. 

The injured Vonn won a 
record sixth straight World 
Cup downhill title without 
having to show up on the 
mountain Wednesday, 
and despite having been 
unable to race for more 
than a month. 

Fog canceled the season’s 
last race in the discipline, 
allowing Vonn to retain 
her title — just one point 
ahead of overall cham¬ 
pion Tina Maze of Slove¬ 
nia. And that's despite 
Vonn missing much of the 
season, first because of a 
stomach illness and then a 
season-ending knee injury 
five weeks ago. 

“Omg I won the World Cup 
Downhill title!!!!! 6 in a row 
with a bum knee!” Vonn 
wrote on her Facebook 
page. 

It was just the opposite for 
Vonn two years ago, when 
she was denied a chance 
at a fourth straight over¬ 
all title by similar weather 
conditions in Lenzerheide. 
Then, the season-ending 
giant slalom was canceled 
and Vonn lost by three 
points to her good friend 


Maria Hoefl-Riesch of Ger¬ 
many. 

“Everything in life comes 
back around, (hashtag) 
believe (hashtag)karma 
(hashtag Jonelegvictoryd- 
ance,” wrote Vonn, whose 
title streak is a downhill re¬ 
cord in 47 seasons of men's 
and women’s World Cup 
racing. 

Maze was trying to be¬ 
come the first woman to 
win five crystal globes in a 
season — the overall and 
four discipline titles — but 
conceded defeat in a 
Twitter post to Vonn. 

“I guess the DH globe be¬ 


longs to someone else. 
Congratulation Lindsey! 
What goes around comes 
around!” wrote Maze, who 
has dominated much of 
the season and broke the 
record for overall points. 
Hoefl-Riesch, who also had 
a slim chance of winning 
the downhill title, quickly 
sent Vonn a message on 
her Twitter account. 
“Congrats to (at)lind- 
seyvonn for the dh globe! 
Now you know how I felt 2 
years agoHoefl-Riesch 
wrote. 

Fog hung on the lower 
slopes all day and earlier 


forced the International Ski 
Federation to cancel the 
men’s downhill. The wom¬ 
en’s race was canceled at 
2:30 p.m., three hours after 
its scheduled start. 

On Thursday, Maze will be 
favored to take Vonn’s 
super-G title. She holds a 
55-point lead over Julia 
Mancuso with 100 points 
awarded to the race win¬ 
ner. 

Vonn’s lone trophy from 
arguably her most difficult 
season is a World Cup re¬ 
cord 17th crystal globe, 
overtaking Austrian great 
Annemarie Moser-Proell. 
The 28-year-old American 
has won four overall titles 
and 13 in individual disci¬ 
plines. 

Vonn raced in only five of 
the seven downhills, win¬ 
ning twice at Lake Louise, 
Alberta, after recovering 
from a stomach illness. 
“Coming back from that 
and then going to Lake 
Louise and pulling off those 
wins was very, very impres¬ 
sive," Alex Hoedlmoser, 
U.S. women’s team head 
coach, said. “It’s really 
cool to see actually that 
she’s going to get the re¬ 
ward with the globe.” 

Vonn came home from Eu¬ 
rope for a midseason break 
before getting a third vic¬ 
tory at Cortina d'Ampezzo, 
Italy, in January. 


After her Feb. 5 crash in the 
world championships su¬ 
per-G race in Schladming, 
Austria, Vonn was stuck on 
340 downhill points and left 
the door open to Maze. 
The 29-year-old Slovene 
then finished fourth in 
Meribel, France, and won 
her second career World 
Cup downhill in Garmisch- 
Partenkirchen, Germany, 
to close within a point. 
Vonn got a huge assist 
from unheralded Spanish 
racer Carolina Ruiz Cas¬ 
tillo, whose surprise victory 
in Meribel with a late start¬ 
ing number pushed Maze 
down one place and cost 
her 10 World Cup points. 
Vonn has been rehabilitat¬ 
ing her injured right knee 
in the United States. She 
tore her anterior cruciate 
and medial collateral liga¬ 
ments and broke a bone 
in her lower leg when her 
right ski stuck in softer snow 
on landing a jump. 

That medal race was also 
delayed by fog and even¬ 
tually started at the unusu¬ 
ally late time of 2:30 p.m. 
Her injury stalled the pursuit 
of Moser-Proell’s record of 
62 career World Cup race 
wins. 

Vonn has reached 59 and, 
injury-free, could reason¬ 
ably have expected to be 
within reach of the all-time 
mark this week. □ 


U.S. beats Puerto Rico 7-1 



United States’ David Wright hits a three-run double during the 
eighth inning against Puerto Rico on World Baseball Classic 
game Tuesday, March 12, 2013, in Miami. Associated Press 


STEVEN WINE 
AP Sports Writer 
MIAMI (AP) — Gio Gonza¬ 
lez pitched five scoreless 
innings as the United States 
beat Puerto Rico 7-1 in the 
World Baseball Classic on 
Tuesday. 

David Wright drove in five 
runs, the last three with a 
bases-loaded double in 
the eighth. That prompted 
chants of “U-S-A! U-S-A!” 
from the crowd of 32,872. 
“Obviously the adrenalin 
gets pumping for this tour¬ 
nament,” Wright said. “You 
wear that uniform, you 
want to go out there and 
represent your country. Hit¬ 
ting in this lineup is ridicu¬ 
lous. 

You have some of the best 


hitters in the game, and it 
creates some matchup 
problems.” 

The United States fell be¬ 
hind in all three games in 
the opening round, but led 
from the first inning against 
Puerto Rico. 

The Americans will play 
Thursday night against 
the Dominican Republic, 
which remained unbeaten 
in the WBC by rallying past 
Italy 5-4 on Tuesday. 

“It’s a marquee matchup,” 
U.S. manager Joe Torre 
said. “They haven’t lost. 
They’ve got some guys 
having some fun. 

They have a lot of con¬ 
fidence. But I feel good 
about my team.” 

Puerto Rico plays Italy in an 


elimination game Wednes¬ 
day. 

“If you go inside our club¬ 
house, everybody is up," 
manager Edwin Rodriguez 
said. “We lost today. 

Turn the page. We con¬ 
centrate on Wednesday.” 
Gonzalez, who grew up 
in nearby Hialeah, struck 
out five for the hometown 
team and departed with a 
3-0 lead. He said U.S. pitch¬ 
ing coach Greg Maddux 
helped him keep from get¬ 
ting distracted by the im¬ 
portance of the game and 
the big crowd. 

“He said to think about fish¬ 
ing or something and take 
your mind off it,” Gonzalez 
said. “Tune it out and think 
of something real simple. □ 
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Reggie Bush to Lions on Day 2 of free agency 



Reggie Bush speaks at a news conference after agreeing to a four-year deal with the Detroit 
Lions NFL football team, Wednesday, March 13, 2013 in Detroit. 

Associated Press 


BARRY WILNER 
AP Pro Football Writer 

Day 2 of the NFL’s free 
agency frenzy began with 
another bunch of signings. 
Even Ray Lewis got a new 
deal — with ESPN. 

The biggest move Wednes¬ 
day was made by Detroit, 
which agreed with Reggie 
Bush on a four-year deal to 
fill a huge hole at running 
back. The Lions haven’t 
been able to count on 
2010 first-round draft pick 
Jahvid Best, whose career 
is in doubt because of con¬ 
cussion issues. 

Bush adds to a strong of¬ 
fense led by record-set- 
ting All-Pro receiver Calvin 
Johnson. The second over¬ 
all pick in 2006 by New Or¬ 
leans, Bush rushed for 986 
yards for Miami last season 
after gaining 1,086 yards in 
2011, his first year with the 
Dolphins. 

“It’s a running back’s 
dream,” Bush said. “One 
of the reasons I wanted to 
come here is to be able to 
bring a balanced attack.” 
One All-Pro on the move 
was safety Dashon Gold- 
son, who left San Francisco 
for Tampa Bay — and a 
five-year contract worth 
$41.25 million. 

Goldson receives $8.25 mil¬ 
lion per year and $22 mil¬ 


lion in guaranteed money. 
He spent the past two sea¬ 
sons on one-year contracts 
with the 49ers, including 
last year with the franchise 
tag for $6.2 million. 

Kansas City remained busy 
by adding cornerback 
Dunta Robinson, late of the 
Falcons, to the three free 
agents it signed the previ¬ 
ous day when the market¬ 
place opened. 

The Chiefs, who have the 
No. 1 pick in next month's 
draft after a 2-14 season, 
agreed to deals with tight 
end Anthony Fasano, de¬ 
fensive tackle Mike DeVito, 


and quarterback Chase 
Daniel on Tuesday, when 
they also finalized the 
trade with San Francisco 
for starting QB Alex Smith. 
After hiring Andy Reid as 
coach and John Dorsey 
as general manager, the 
Chiefs signed wide re¬ 
ceiver Dwayne Bowe and 
punter Dustin Colquitt to 
long-term deals and fran¬ 
chised left tackle Branden 
Albert. 

Cleveland, another NFL 
also-ran, was just as ac¬ 
tive, agreeing to terms with 
linebacker Quentin Groves 
and tackle Desmond Bry¬ 


ant to further bolster a de¬ 
fense that added Ravens 
linebacker Paul Kruger 
hours after free agency 
began. 

“With the additions of Paul 
and Desmond, 
we believe that we have 
significantly improved our 
defense overall, particular¬ 
ly our front seven,” Browns 
CEO Joe Banner said. 
Kruger is one of many Su¬ 
per Bowl winners to leave 
the Ravens, including 
hard-hitting safety Bernard 
Pollard, who was released 
Wednesday. The biggest 
loss for Baltimore was an 


expected departure: Lewis 
announced in early Janu¬ 
ary that he was ending his 
17-year career. 

Then he led the Ravens to 
the championship. 

On Wednesday, he joined 
ESPN as a studio analyst — 
an intense one, no doubt. 
“I'm ready to bring the 
same level of passion to 
this next phase of my life as 
I brought to the field dur¬ 
ing my years as a player," 
Lewis said. 

Baltimore signed defensive 
lineman Chris Canty, offen¬ 
sive lineman Ramon Hare- 
wood and running back 
Damien Berry. 

Also Wednesday: 

—Chicago released tight 
end Kellen Davis after sign¬ 
ing Martellus Bennett away 
from the Giants on Tuesday 
to replace him. 

—The Giants signed 11- 
year veteran place kicker 
Josh Brown, 

who joins former Cow¬ 
boys kicker David Buehler 
on the roster and appar¬ 
ently indicating free agent 
Lawrence Tynes won't be 
back. 

Tynes has made winning 
field goals in to NFC cham¬ 
pionship games in over¬ 
time and the Giants went 
on to win the Super Bowl in 
those seasonsO 


Djokovic, Sharapova win at Indian Wells 


HARRIS 

AP Sports Writer 
INDIAN WELLS, California 
(AP) — Top-ranked Novak 
Djokovic defeated Grig- 
or Dimitrov 7-6 (4), 6-1 to 
reach the fourth round at 
the BNP Paribas Open on 
Tuesday with his 20th con¬ 
secutive victory. 

Defending women’s 

champion Victoria Aza- 
renka extended her own 
streak despite a nagging 
ankle problem, defeating 
Urszula Radwanska 6-3, 6-1 
for her 17th straight win. 

No. 3 Andy Murray beat Lu 
Yen-hsun of Taiwan 6-3, 6-2 
in their first meeting in five 
years. 

No. 8 Caroline Wozniacki 
defeated No. 10 Nadia 
Petrova 7-6 (3), 6-3 to set 
up a quarterfinal against 


Azarenka that matches 
former top-ranked players 
against each other. 
Djokovic trailed 5-3 in the 
first set when the 21-year- 
old Bulgarian committed 
six double-faults, includ¬ 
ing four in one game, to 
help the Serb force the tie¬ 
breaker. Djokovic won it on 
a backhand error by the 
youngest player remaining 
in the draw. 

Djokovic moves on to play 
Sam Querrey, a 7-6 (5), 6-7 
(7), 7-5 winner over Marinko 
Matosevic. 

Djokovic hasn’t lost since 
Oct. 31, when Querrey 
beat him at the Paris Mas¬ 
ters. Querrey is poised 
to take over as the top- 
ranked American in the 
men's game — albeit not 
in the top 10 — from Mardy 


Fish, who lost 7-6 (4), 7-6 (0) 
to No. 8 seed Jo-Wilfried 
Tsonga. 

“I really felt the match 
could have been a com¬ 
pletely different scoreline 
pretty easily,” Fish said. 
“That’s why you’re a little 
disappointed.” 

Azarenka was clearly both¬ 
ered by her ankle, wincing 
after shots. She also has a 
stuffy nose. 

“I could overcome those 
things and manage to 
take these chances in the 
important moments and 
really go for my shots, to 
make that happen, not to 
wait for her mistake,” she 
said. “Because at some 
point I was waiting for her 
mistake, and I can’t do 
that. She wasn't missing 
because she’s a very, very 


consistent player, so I de¬ 
cided to just take every¬ 
thing in my own hands and 
see where it takes me." 

No. 2 Maria Sharapova 
joined Azarenka in the 
quarterfinals with a 7-5, 6-0 
win over Lara Arruabarre- 
na-Vecino of Spain, some¬ 
one she had never played 
before. 

Sharapova went down a 
break early in the first be¬ 
fore rallying on a cloudless 
day in the desert. 

“Just didn't get a good 
rhythm on her game from 
the beginning,” she said. 
“Maybe I was going for 
the lines a little bit more 
than I had to, especially in 
the first few games when 
you don’t know too much 
about your opponent or 
haven’t played her. 


“Towards the end of the 
first and beginning of the 
second set I really stepped 
it up, was being more ag¬ 
gressive, and really gave 
myself a better margin 
than I did throughout the 
first set.” 

Tsonga has beaten Fish 
all four times they have 
played. The Frenchman 
next plays 17th-seeded Mi¬ 
los Raonic, who outlasted 
Marin Cilic 3-6, 6-4, 6-3. 

Fish lost in the third round 
for the second straight 
year. He is playing his first 
tournament since last Sep¬ 
tember after being side¬ 
lined with a heart condi¬ 
tion, although he hasn’t 
disclosed the exact nature 
of the problems. 

“I certainly missed play¬ 
ing tennis for a living. Q 
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Foligno scores 2 in Sabres’ 3-1 win over Rangers 



Tampa Bay Lightning’s Ryan Malone (12) celebrates after 
Steven Stamkos scored a goal against Florida Panthers goalie 
Jacob Markstrom (35), of Sweden, during the third period of an 
NHL hockey game, Tuesday, March 12, 2013, in Sunrise, Fla. The 
Lightning won 3-2. 

Associated Press 


The Associated Press 
BUFFALO, New York (AP) 

— Marcus Foligno scored 
twice and backup goalie 
Jhonas Enroth made 18 of 
his 32 saves in the third pe¬ 
riod of the Buffalo Sabres’ 
3-1 win over the New York 
Rangers on Tuesday night. 
Enroth, who started be¬ 
cause Ryan Miller was side¬ 
lined because of a sinus 
infection, earned his first 
victory since a 5-1 win over 
Washington on Nov. 26, 
2011. He was 0-9-3 in 16 ap¬ 
pearances since then. 
Foligno's first goal made it 
1-1 at 5:35 of the second 
period. His second gave 
the Sabres a 3-1 lead with 
8:12 left in the game. 
Thomas Vanek also scored 
for Buffalo (10-14-3), which 
returned home after go¬ 
ing 0-2-2 on a season-high, 
four-game road trip. 

Derek Stepan scored a 
short-handed goal for the 
Rangers (13-10-2), who lost 
for just the second time in 
seven games. Henrik Lun- 
dqvist made 19 saves. 
PENGUINS 3, BRUINS 2 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Bran¬ 
don Sutter scored twice 
in the final seven minutes 
to cap a furious rally, and 
Pittsburgh slipped past Bos¬ 
ton, 


The Associated Press 
ORLANDO, Florida (AP) — 

Dwight Howard scored a 
season-high 39 points, had 
16 rebounds and was sent 
to the free throw line 39 
times by his former team 
as the Los Angeles Lakers 
beat the Orlando Magic, 


Chris Kunitz started Pitts¬ 
burgh's third-period surge 
with his 18th goal of the 
season, and Sutter beat 
Boston’s Anton Khudobin 
twice in less than four min¬ 
utes, including the game- 
winner with 2:03 remaining. 
Marc-Andre Fleury 

stopped 14 shots for the 
Penguins, who broke loose 
late against the NHL’s best 


Associated Press 

106-97 on Tuesday night. 
The victory came in How¬ 
ard's first return to Orlando 
since his drama-filled off¬ 
season trade to the Lakers. 
He endured a chorus of 
boos throughout, and tied 
his own NBA record for free 
throw attempts. 


defensive team and won 
their sixth straight. 

NHL scoring leader Sidney 
Crosby had an eight-game 
point streak snapped. 
Zdeno Chara and Tyler 
Seguin scored first-period 
goals for the Bruins. Khu¬ 
dobin made 31 saves, and 
the Bruins kept Pittsburgh's 
high-powered offense in 
check until the final min- 


The majority of them 
came as the Magic tried 
to employ an intentional 
foul strategy. It backfired, 
though, as the All-Star cen¬ 
ter hit on 16 of 20 attempts 
in the second half. 

The victory was the Lakers’ 
fourth straight. 

Jameer Nelson led Orlan¬ 
do with 21 points. 

HEAT 98, HAWKS 81 
MIAMI (AP) — Dwyane 
Wade scored 23 points and 
Miami extended its winning 
streak to 19 games, lead¬ 
ing wire-to-wire in beating 
Atlanta. 

LeBron James scored 15 
and Chris Bosh and Ma¬ 
rio Chalmers added 14 
apiece for the Heat, who 
matched the fifth-longest 
streak in NBA history. They 


utes of a matchup be¬ 
tween two of the Eastern 
Conference's best teams. 
HURRICANES 4, CAPITALS 0 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Ri¬ 
ley Nash scored twice, Joe 
Corvo put one in off the 
goaltender's mask, and 
Justin Peters got his second 
career shutout as surg¬ 
ing Carolina beat slump¬ 
ing Washington in the first 
game of a key home-and- 
home set. 

Patrick Dwyer added an 
empty-net goal, and Pe¬ 
ters made 26 saves for the 
Hurricanes, who have won 
six of seven and have a 
10-point lead over the host 
Capitals. 

Washington lost its third 
straight — all by at least a 
three-goal margin. 

Peters, who is sharing du¬ 
ties with Dan Ellis while 
Cam Ward is out with a 
knee injury, was on the top 
of his game. He made a 
reflex pad save on Marcus 
Johansson in the second 
period and later stymied 
Troy Brouwer on a short- 
handed breakaway. 
CANUCKS 2, BLUE JACKETS 
l,SO 

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — 
Mason Raymond scored 
the only goal in the shoot- 


will try for their 20th straight 
win on Wednesday at 
Philadelphia, the start of a 
five-game trip. 

Only three teams have 
won at least 20 consecu¬ 
tive games in the same 
season: the 1971-72 Los An¬ 
geles Lakers (33), the 2007- 
OS Houston Rockets (22) 
and the 1970-71 Milwau¬ 
kee Bucks (20). The Wash¬ 
ington Capitols also won 
20 straight, spanning the 
end of the 1947-48 season 
and the start of the 1948-49 
campaign. 

Josh Smith scored 15 for 
the Hawks. 

MAVERICKS 115, BUCKS 108 
MILWAUKEE (AP) — Vince 
Carter hit three key 3-point- 
ers in the fourth quarter 
and scored 23 points off 


out, and seldom-used Ro¬ 
berto Luongo stopped 26 
shots through overtime 
to lead Vancouver past 
Columbus. Luongo, play¬ 
ing in his second game in 
16 days, stopped all three 
Blue Jackets in the shoot¬ 
out.Jason Garrison had the 
lone goal before overtime 
for the Canucks, who had 
lost four straight (0-2-2). 
Mark Letestu scored Co¬ 
lumbus' only regulation 
goal, but the Blue Jackets 
matched a franchise re¬ 
cord by earning a point 
in an eighth consecutive 
game (5-0-3). Their five- 
game winning streak end¬ 
ed, one short of tying the 
franchise mark. 

LIGHTNING 3, PANTHERS 2 
SUNRISE, Florida (AP) — 
Steven Stamkos snapped 
a third-period tie with his 
NHL-leading 20th goal, 
and Tampa Bay held on 
to beat Florida despite re¬ 
cording a season-low 13 
shots. 

Vincent Lecavalier and 
Martin St. Louis also scored 
for the Lightning, and An¬ 
ders Lindback made 37 
saves. St. Louis added had 
two assists for the Lightning, 
whose previous low for 
shots this season was 190 

leads 
106-97 

the bench as Dallas won its 
fourth straight. Dirk Nowitzki 
added 19 points while O.J. 
Mayo had 14. Mavericks 
rookie and former Mar¬ 
quette star Jae Crowder, 
last year’s Big East player 
of the year, was one off his 
career high with 14 points. 
Monta Ellis scored 32 points 
for the Bucks, giving him 20 
or more in all six of Milwau¬ 
kee’s games this month. 
Mike Dunleavy added 18 
points while J.J. Redick 
had 17. Larry Sanders had 
13 points and 12 rebounds. 
The Mavericks, who are 
three games out of the 
eighth spot in the Western 
Conference playoff race, 
matched their longest win¬ 
ning streak of the season 
and have won five of six.Q 



Los Angeles Lakers' Dwight Howard (12) smiles as walks on the 
court after a time out late in the fourth quarter during an NBA 
basketball game against the Orlando Magic, Tuesday, March 
12, 2013, in Orlando, Fla. 


Howard scores 39, 
Lakers past Magic 
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53-year-old musher becomes 
oldest Iditarod champion 


MARK THIESSEN 
RACHEL D'ORO 
Associated Press 
NOME, Alaska (AP) — 

Mitch Seavey became 
the oldest winner of the 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
Race at 53 when he won 
a dueling sprint with Aliy 
Zirkle along the frozen, 
wind-whipped Bering 
Sea coast into Nome on 
Tuesday. 

Seavey and 10 dogs 
crossed the finish line 
to cheering crowds at 
10:39 p.m. local time, in 
temperatures just above 
zero (minus-18 C). 

“This is for all of the 
gentlemen of a certain 
age,” he said after 
completing the 1,000-mile 
(1,600-kilometer) race in 
9 days, 7 hours and 39 
minutes. 

Zirkle, last year's runner-up, 
was 24 minutes behind her 
rival, who greeted her after 
a while. 

“You did a good job,” 
Seavey told Zirkle. “You’re 
going to win this thing, 
probably more than once.” 
At the finish, both mushers 
rushed to pet their dogs, 
with Seavey singling out 
his main leader, 6-year-old 
Tanner, posing for photos 
with the dog and another 


leader, Taurus, wearing 
yellow garlands. Zirkle's 
dogs wagged their tails as 
she praised them. 

“My dog team is my heart," 
she said. 

The pair jostled for the lead, 
with Zirkle never more than 
a few miles (kilometers) 
behind in the final section. 
“I just now stopped looking 
over my shoulder,” Seavey 
said after winning. 

Also trailing by a dozen or 
so miles (kilometers) was 
four-time champion Jeff 
King, who was followed 
by a cluster of contenders, 
including Seavey’s son, 
Dallas Seavey. The younger 
Seavey at age 25 last year 
became the youngest 
Iditarod winner ever, 
beating Zirkle to the finish 
line by one hour. 

Mitch Seavey won the 
Iditarod in 2004. The 
previous oldest winner was 
King, who won his fourth 
title at age 50 in 2006. 

Zirkle, 43, had hoped to be 
only the third woman to 
win the race and the first 
since Susan Butcher won 
her fourth Iditarod in 1990. 
Before this year's race, 
Zirkle noted the long time 
that had passed since a 
woman won. 

“This is my 13th year, and 


I've wanted to win every 
year," she said before 
the race, which began 
on March 2 with 66 teams 
at a ceremonial start in 
Anchorage. 

The race changed leaders 
several times, including 
four-time champions 
Lance Mackey and Martin 
Buser, who later fell behind. 
En route to Nome, the race 
turned into an aggressively 
contested run among 
veterans along an often 
punishing trail. 

Conditions on the Yukon 
River required dogs to go 
through deep snow and 
navigate glare ice. Above¬ 
freezing temperatures 
also led to overflow along 
the trail, a potentially 
dangerous situation 

where water has pushed 
up through the ice and 
refrozen, creating a weak 
top layer of ice that teams 
and mushers can break 
through. 

For reaching Nome first, 
Seavey wins $50,400 and 
a new 2013 Dodge Ram 
truck. The rest of the 
$600,000 purse will be split 
among the next 29 mushers 
to cross the finish line under 
the famed burled arch on 
Front Street, a block from 
the sea. □ 


Continued on page 17 


“Tom has done such a great 
job with us, and he has a lot 
of knowledge of the game 
and we need to let it all soak 
in.” 

Backup goalkeeper Nicole 
Barnhart protected the lead 
with some strong saves in the 
second half. 

Morgan started the scoring 
in the 13th minute. Sydney 
Leroux sent a cross that Ger¬ 
many central defender Jose¬ 
phine Henning tried to clear 
with a header. But the ball 
fell to Morgan just inside the 
area and she scored with her 
left foot. 

Morgan connected again 
12 minutes later. A mix-up 
between goalkeeper Almuth 
Schult and the German de¬ 
fenders let Morgan steal pos¬ 
session and she rolled a shot 
into the empty net from the 
edge of the box.Q 



Christen Press, left, of the US, fights for the ball with 
Germany's Babet Peter during their Algarve Cup 
women's soccer final match Wednesday, March 13 
2013, at the Algarve stadium outside Faro, southern 
Portugal. 

Associated Press 



Mitch Seavey holds one of his lead dogs, Taurus, as he poses 
for photographers at the finish line of the Iditarod Trail Sled Dog 
race in Nome, Alaska, Tuesday, March 12, 2013. 

Associated Press 
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Nicholas Hoult 
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GIANTSIAYER 


3D Version 

Mon - Thurs 4:20 / 5:45 / 6:50 / 8:15 / 9:20 
Fri 4:20 / 5:45 / 6:50 / 8:15 / 9:20 /10:45 /11:50 
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Jason Bateman Melissa McCarthy 
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Hard to find good info on drug safety in pregnancy 


L. NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Nearly every woman takes 
a medication at some 
point during pregnancy. 
Yet there’s disturbingly little 
easy-to-understand infor¬ 
mation about which drugs 
pose a risk to her baby, 
and what to do about it. 
Need some pain relief? In 
the fine print is the warn¬ 
ing that painkillers like Advil 
aren’t for the third trimes¬ 
ter. Left unsaid is whether 
to worry if you took them 
earlier. 

An awful cold? Don't pan¬ 
ic if you used deconges¬ 
tant pills, but doctors ad¬ 
vise a nasal spray in early 
pregnancy. 

And don’t abandon an¬ 
tidepressants or epilepsy 
medicines without talking 
to your doctor first. Some 
brands are safer during 
pregnancy than others — 
and worsening depression 
or seizures aren’t good for 
a mom-to-be or her baby. 
“To come off of those med¬ 
ications is often a danger¬ 
ous thing for the pregnan¬ 
cy itself," warns Dr. Sandra 
Kweder of the Food and 
Drug Administration. “They 
need information on what 
to expect, how to make 
those trade-offs.” 

A new study shows how dif¬ 
ficult that information is to 
come by. 

Women often turn to the 
Internet with pregnancy 
questions. But research¬ 
ers examined 25 preg¬ 
nancy-related websites 
and found no two lists of 
purportedly safe drugs 
were identical. Twenty-two 
products called safe on 
one site were deemed risky 
on another. 

Worse, specialists couldn’t 
find evidence to back up 
safety claims for 40 per¬ 
cent of the drugs listed, 
said Cheryl Broussard of the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, who led 
the recent study. 

“The reality is that for most 
of the medications, it’s 
not that they’re safe or 
not that’s the concern. 
The concern is that we just 
don’t know,” she said. 
Broussard experienced 
some of that confusion 
during her own two preg¬ 


nancies — when different 
doctors handed over dif¬ 
ferent lists of what was safe 
to use. 

It's a growing dilemma. 
The CDC says medication 
use during the first trimester 
— especially vulnerable for 
birth defects because fetal 
organs are forming — has 
jumped 60 percent in the 
last three decades. Plus, 
women increasingly are 
postponing pregnancy un¬ 
til their 30s, even 40s, more 
time to develop a chronic 
health condition before 
they're expecting. 

The CDC is beginning a 
Treating for Two program 
to explore how to get bet¬ 
ter information, and the 
FDA plans to revamp pre¬ 
scription drug labels with 
more details on what’s 
known now. But people 
want an easy answer — 
use it or don't — and for 
many drugs, they won't 
get one anytime soon. 
“Women agonize over it," 
said Dr. Christina Cham¬ 
bers of the University of 
California, San Diego. She 


Susan Salisbury 
© 2013 Cox Newspapers 
WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. - 

Water is basic to life, but 
finding clean, totally pure 
water isn’t easy. 

A new Environmental Work¬ 
ing Group analysis of 2011 
water quality tests by 201 
large U.S. municipal water 
systems that serve more 
than 100 million people in 
43 states has determined 
that all are polluted with 
unwanted toxic chemicals 
called trihalomethanes. 
These chemicals, an unin¬ 
tended side effect of chlo¬ 
rination, elevate the risks of 
bladder cancer, miscar¬ 
riages and other serious ills. 
In other words, traces of 
the chemicals used to 
clean the water are left 
behind. 

EWG’s report, released in 
February, probably will not 
be popular with the na¬ 
tion’s municipal water sys¬ 
tems' officials, but will un¬ 
doubtedly be welcomed 
by the water filter industry. 


helps direct California’s 
pregnancy risk information 
hotline that advises thou¬ 
sands of worried callers ev¬ 
ery year. 

Some drugs pose particu¬ 
lar birth-defect risks. For 
example, the FDA requires 


That’s because EWG rec¬ 
ommends consumers use 
some form of carbon filtra¬ 
tion to reduce exposure to 
trihalomethanes and other 
water treatment contami¬ 
nants. It has released its 
online water filter guide at 
ewg.org/report/ewgs-wa- 
ter-filter-buying-guide. You 
can research which type 
of system will remove water 
treatment contaminants. 
The guide lists 137 filter sys¬ 
tems that have been cer¬ 
tified by the California De¬ 
partment of Public Health 
and/or NSF, a reputable in¬ 
dependent product evalu¬ 
ation company. 

The guide links to Amazon, 
where the filters can be 
purchased. EWG spokes¬ 
man Alex Formuzis said 
EWG, like other non-profits 
which provide such links, 
receive approximately 8 
percent of the sales from 
the items. Formuzis said 
EWG would still provide the 
same information about 
the filters even if the Ama¬ 


to use a new weight-loss 
drug, Qsymia, need testing 
first to be sure they're not 
pregnant. 

Other medications are 
considered safe choices. 
Obstetricians say pregnant 
women need a flu shot, for 


zon program did not exist. 
Pitcher and faucet-mount¬ 
ed systems are typically the 
most economical, EWG 
found, costing about $100 
a year. At the upper end in 
price are whole-house fil¬ 
tration systems, which can 
cost several thousand dol¬ 
lars. In between are vari¬ 
ous systems such as reverse 
osmosis systems that are 
mounted under the kitch¬ 
en sink. 

Whatever type of system 
you choose, if you don’t 
change the filters accord¬ 
ing to the manufacturer’s 
guidelines, it will become 
clogged and won't work. 
Bottled water can also 
contain chemicals, and 
buying it for a family of four 
can cost up to $1,800 a 
year. 

Despite that finding that 
all the water systems con¬ 
tained the chemicals, only 
one of the systems stud¬ 
ied by EWG -- Davenport, 
Iowa -- exceeded the En¬ 
vironmental Protection 


But many drug labels bear 
little if any details about 
pregnancy. Drugmakers 
shy from studying pregnant 
women, so it can take 
years for safety information 
to accumulate. Moreover, 
the CDC says 1 in 33 ba¬ 
bies has some type of birth 
defect regardless of medi¬ 
cation use. It can be hard 
to tell if a drug adds to that 
baseline risk. 

Consider antidepressants, 
used by about 5 percent 
of pregnant women. Cer¬ 
tain brands are suspected 
of a small risk of heart de¬ 
fects. Studies suggest a 
version called SSRIs may in¬ 
crease risk of a serious lung 
problem at birth — from 1 
in 3,000 pregnancies to 3 in 
3,000 pregnancies, Cham¬ 
bers said. Also, some ba¬ 
bies go through withdrawal 
symptoms in the first days 
of life that can range from 
jitteriness to occasional sei¬ 
zures. 

Women have to weigh 
those findings with the 
clear risks of stopping treat¬ 
ment, she said. □ 


Agency’s upper legal limit 
of 80 parts per billion of tri¬ 
halomethanes in drinking 
water. 

California public health 
officials reviewed the re¬ 
search around trihalo- 
methane contamination in 
2010 and determined that 
to reduce the risk of blad¬ 
der cancer to no more 
than 1 in a million, the 
drinking water standard 
would need to be set at 
0.8 parts per billion, which 
is 100 times lower than the 
current legal limit set by 
EPA. ’’Many people are 
likely exposed to far higher 
concentrations of trihalo¬ 
methanes than anyone 
really knows,” said Renee 
Sharp, a senior scientist at 
EWG and co-author of the 
analysis. “’For most water 
systems, trihalomethane 
contamination fluctuates 
from month to month, 
sometimes rising well be¬ 
yond the legal limit set by 
the federal Environmental 
Protection Agency.”Q 



Non-prescription drugs displayed at a pharmacy in New York. 
Nearly every woman takes a medication at some point during 
pregnancy. Yet there’s disturbingly little easy-to-understand 
information about which drugs pose a risk to her baby, and 


what to do about it. 

versions of the acne drug 
isotretinoin, first marketed 
as Accutane, to be sold 
under special tight con¬ 
trols. Similarly, last year FDA 
said women who want 


(AP Photo/Seth Wenig) 

example. A recent massive 
study in Denmark offered 
reassurance that taking 
the anti-nausea drug Zo- 
fran for morning sickness 
won’t hurt the baby. 


Expert: 


Don’t take chances, use a water filter 
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Report: More youth use smartphones as route to Web 



Peter Conkey, 6, left, laughs as he tries to keep his brother 
Harry Conkey, 17, center, from taking his iPod Touch as their 
brother Harry Conkey, 15, watches on Monday, March 11, 

2013, in Wilmette, III. 

Associated Press 


MARTHA IRVINE 
AP National Writer 
CHICAGO (AP) — A new 

report from the Pew Inter¬ 
net & American Life Proj¬ 
ect finds that 78 percent of 
young people, ages 12 to 
17, now have cellphones. 
Nearly half of those are 
smartphones, a share that's 
increasing steadily — and 
that’s having a big effect 
on how, and where, many 
young people are access¬ 
ing the Web. 

The survey, released 
Wednesday, finds that one 
in four young people say 
they are “cell-mostly” In¬ 
ternet users, a percentage 
that increases to about half 
when the phone is a smart¬ 
phone. 

In comparison, just 15 per¬ 
cent of adults said they ac¬ 
cess the Internet mostly by 
cellphone. 

“It's just part of life now,” 
says Donald Conkey, a 
high school sophomore in 
Wilmette, Illinois, just north 
of Chicago, who is among 
the many teens who have 
smartphones. “Everyone’s 
about the same now when 
it comes to their phones — 
they're on them a lot.” 

He and other teens say 
that if you add up all the 
time they spend using apps 
and searching for info, tex¬ 
ting and downloading mu¬ 


sic and videos, they're on 
their phones for at least a 
couple of hours each day 
— and that time is only in¬ 
creasing, they say. 

“The occasional day where 
my phone isn’t charged or 
I leave it behind, it feels al¬ 
most as though I’m naked 
in public,” says Michael 
Weller, a senior at New Trier 
High School, which Conkey 
also attends. “I really need 
to have that connection 
and that attachment to my 
phone all the time.” 
According to the survey, 
older teen girls, ages 14 to 
17, were among the most 
likely to say their phones 
were the primary way 
they access the Web. And 
while young people in low- 
income households were 
still somewhat less likely to 
use the Internet, those who 
had phones were just as 
likely — and in some cases, 
more likely — to use their 
cellphones as the main 
way they access the Web. 
It means that, as this young 
generation of “mobile surf¬ 
ers” grows and comes of 
age, the way corporations 
do business and marketers 
advertise will only continue 
to evolve, as will the way 
mobile devices are moni¬ 
tored. 

Already, many smart¬ 
phones have restriction 


menus that allow parents 
to block certain phone 
functions, or mature con¬ 
tent. Cellphone providers 
have services that allow 
parents to see a log of their 
children’s texts. And there 
are a growing number 
of smartphone applica¬ 
tions that at least claim to 
give parents some level of 
control on a phone’s Web 
browser, though many 
tech experts agree that 
these applications can be 
hit-or-miss. 

Despite the ability to moni¬ 
tor some phone activity, 
some tech and commu¬ 


nication experts ques¬ 
tion whether surveillance, 
alone, is the best response 
to the trend. 

Some parents take a hard 
line on limits. Others, not so 
much, says Mary Madden, 
a senior researcher at Pew 
who co-authored the re¬ 
port. 

“It seems like there are two 
extremes. The parents who 
are really locking down and 
monitoring everything — or 
the ones who are throwing 
up their hands and saying, 
‘I’m so overwhelmed,”’ 
Madden says. 

She says past research also 


has found that many par¬ 
ents hesitate to confiscate 
phones as punishment 
because they want their 
kids to stay in contact with 
them. 

“Adults are still trying to 
work out the appropriate 
rules for themselves, let 
alone their children,” Mad¬ 
den says. “It’s a difficult 
time to be a parent.” 

And a seemingly difficult 
time for them to say “no" 
to a phone, even for kids in 
elementary school, where 
the high-tech bling has be¬ 
come a status symbol. 
Sherry Budziak, a mom in 
Vernon Hills, Illinois, says her 
6-year-old daughter has 
friends her age who are 
texting by using applica¬ 
tions on the iPod Touch, a 
media player that has no 
phone but that has Internet 
access. 

She draws the line there. 
But she did get her 11 -year- 
old daughter an older 
model iPhone last fall, so 
she can stay in touch with 
her. Budziak, who works in 
the tech field and under¬ 
stands the ins and outs of 
the phone, set it so that the 
sixth-grader can text, make 
and receive phone calls 
and play games that her 
parents download for her. 
“So we're on the conserva¬ 
tive side, by far,” she says.Q 


Researchers find German-made spyware across globe 


RAPHAEL SATTER 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — The dis¬ 
covery of a group of serv¬ 
ers linked to an elusive es¬ 
pionage campaign is pro¬ 
viding new details about 
a high-tech piece of spy 
software that some fear 
may be targeting dissidents 
living under oppressive re¬ 
gimes. 

A Canadian research cen¬ 
ter said Wednesday that it 
had identified 25 different 
countries that host servers 
linked to FinFisher, a Tro¬ 
jan horse program which 
can dodge anti-virus pro¬ 
tections to steal data, log 
keystrokes, eavesdrop on 
Skype calls, and turn micro¬ 
phones and webcams into 
live surveillance devices. 
Citizen Lab, based at the 
University of Toronto's Munk 
School of Global Affairs, 


said that Canada, Mexi¬ 
co, Bangladesh, Malaysia, 
Serbia, and Vietnam were 
among the host countries 
newly identified in Wednes¬ 
day’s report. That alone 
doesn’t necessarily mean 
those countries’ govern¬ 
ments are using FinFisher, 
a program distributed by 
British company Gamma 
International, but it is an in¬ 
dication of the spyware's 
reach. 

Morgan Marquis-Boire, the 
report's lead author, said 
his goal was “to show the 
proliferation of this type of 
active intrusion and surveil¬ 
lance.” In telephone inter¬ 
view, he said that the world 
of government surveillance 
was changing and urged 
journalists, aid workers, and 
activists to take note. 

“It's not just phone tap¬ 
ping,” he said. “It's install¬ 


ing a backdoor on your 
computer to record your 
Skype conversations and 
go through your email.” 
Advocacy group Privacy 
International described the 
report as evidence that 
Gamma had sold FinFisher 
to repressive regimes, call¬ 
ing it a “potential breach 
of UK export laws.” 

Gamma did not comment 
on the report. 

The company, based in the 
English town of Andover, 
has come under increas¬ 
ing scrutiny after a sales 
pitch for the spyware was 
recovered from an Egyp¬ 
tian state security building 
shortly after the toppling of 
dictator Hosni Mubarak in 
2011. Reporting by Bloom¬ 
berg News subsequently 
identified opposition activ¬ 
ists from the Persian Gulf 
kingdom of Bahrain as tar¬ 


gets of the company's sur¬ 
veillance software. 

The discovery of FinFisher 
servers in countries run by 
authoritarian governments 
— such as Turkmenistan 
and Ethiopia — have raised 
further questions about the 
company’s practices. On 
Tuesday, Paris-based jour¬ 
nalists’ rights group Report¬ 
ers Without Borders named 
Gamma one of its five 
“corporate enemies of the 
Internet.” 

The report said evidence 
for the Ethiopian govern¬ 
ment's use of FinFisher was 
particularly strong, explain¬ 
ing that Citizen Lab had 
found an example of the 
spyware which spread 
through a booby-trapped 
email purporting to carry 
images of Ethiopian op¬ 
position figures. Once the 
Trojan was downloaded, it 


would connect to a server 
being hosted by Ethiopia’s 
national telecommunica¬ 
tions provider, Ethio Tele¬ 
com. 

It’s not clear who the Tro¬ 
jan’s intended targets 
might have been, although 
online messages have pro¬ 
vided key evidence in sev¬ 
eral recent terror cases that 
have resulted in the incar¬ 
ceration of media and op¬ 
position figures. 

Journalist Reyot Alemu was 
arrested in 2011 after she 
was caught attempting to 
anonymously email articles 
to a U.S.-based opposition 
website, while opposition 
leader Andualem Arage is 
currently appealing the life 
sentence he received last 
year after authorities got 
hold of his Skype conversa¬ 
tion with an alleged enemy 
of the Ethiopian stateO 
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First time in 16 years: 

Dow Jones extends gains for ninth day 


STEVE ROTHWELL 

AP Markets Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The Dow 

Jones industrial average 
notched its ninth gain in a 
row, giving the index its lon¬ 
gest winning streak in more 
than sixteen years. 

The index edged up 5.22 
points, or 0.04 percent, to 
14,455.28. The Dow has 
risen every day this month 
and is up 10.3 percent this 
year, having surpassed its 
previous all-time high of 
14,164.53 March 5th. 
Demand for stocks has 
been propelled this year 
by optimism that the hous¬ 
ing market is recovering 
and that companies have 
started to hire. Strong 
company earnings and 
ongoing stimulus from the 
Federal Reserve are also 
helping make stocks more 
attractive. The Dow's last 
nine-day winning streak 
was logged in May 1996. 
In November of the same 
year, in the early days of 
the technology boom, it 
gained for 10 straight days. 
Stocks overcame an early 
loss Wednesday, having 
edged lower at the start 
of the trading day despite 
an unexpectedly strong 
increase in U.S. consumer 
spending last month. 
Americans spent at the 
fastest pace in five months 
in February, boosting retail 
spending 1.1 percent com¬ 
pared with January, the 
Commerce Department 
reported Wednesday. 
Economists had forecast a 


rise of just 0.2 percent, ac¬ 
cording to data provider 
FactSet. The failure of the 
market to rally directly af¬ 
ter the report suggests that 
the bar has now risen for 
investors as stocks have ral¬ 
lied. “As the market rises, 
so do expectations,” said 
Bill Stone, chief investment 
strategist at PNC Wealth 
Management. “So, even if 
you get good numbers you 


The Nasdaq composite 
rose 2.80 points, or 0.1 per¬ 
cent, to 3,245.12 
Stocks of retail companies 
rose after the sales report. 
Kohl’s rose $1.49, or 3.15 
percent, to $48.82 and Best 
Buy gained 67 cents, or 3.3 
percent, to $20.96. 

Brian Gendreau, a strate¬ 
gist at Cetera Financial 
Group, says that even if 
markets dip in coming 


to stop any time soon.” 

The S&P 500 index has 
gained 9 percent in 2013 
and is within less than a 
percentage point of its re¬ 
cord close of 1,565.15 set 
in October 2007. Stocks in 
Europe were mixed. Most 
markets edged lower af¬ 
ter industrial production 
in the countries using the 
euro unexpectedly fell by 
0.4 percent in January. 
Economists had expected 
it to rise by 0.1 percent, ac¬ 
cording to FactSet. 

The yield on the 10-year 
Treasury note was un¬ 
changed from late Tues¬ 
day at 2.02 percent. 
Among stocks making big 
moves; 

— Spectrum Pharmaceu¬ 
ticals plunged $4.64, or 37 
percent, to $7.79 after the 
pharmaceutical company 
said sales of its drug Fusi- 
lev could fall by more than 
half this year. 

— Dole dropped $1.06, or 
9 percent, to $10.67 after 
the company’s fourth- 
quarter results fell short of 
analysts’ expectations. The 
fruit company cited lower 
banana prices in North 
America. 

— Express fell 60 cents, or 
3.2 percent, to $18.25 after 
the clothing retailer's earn¬ 
ings report disappointed 
investors. Michael Weiss, 
the company’s CEO and 
chairman, told analysts on 
a conference call that cus¬ 
tomer traffic was “down 
noticeably” compared to 
last year.Q 


US companies 
lift restocking 
Jan/Dec at 1 % 

M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — U.S. 
companies increased their 
restocking in January from 
December, an encourag¬ 
ing signal that they expect 
consumers will spend more 
this year and help the 
economy grow faster. 

The Commerce Depart¬ 
ment says business stock¬ 
piles grew 1 percent in 
January, up from 0.3 per¬ 
cent growth in December. 
Total business sales fell 0.3 
percent in January after a 
slight 0.1 percent rise in De¬ 
cember. 

Weak growth in restock¬ 
ing was a key reason the 
economy barely grew 
from October through De¬ 
cember. 

Since then, job growth has 
accelerated and wages 
have steadily risen. The 
combination could lead 
to greater consumer de¬ 
mand, prompting more 
business restocking and 
economic growth. 

A separate report Wednes¬ 
day showed that retail 
sales rose 1.1 percent in 
February, providing evi¬ 
dence that consumers are 
being helped by the stron¬ 
ger wage growth. 

The economy grew only 0.1 
percent rate in the fourth 
quarter. Still, sharp defense 
cuts and sluggish restock¬ 
ing, both volatile factors, 
were the main reason for 
the weak growth.Q 



A television screen on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange 
shows the closing number for the Dow Jones industrial average, 
Wednesday, March 13, 2013. The Dow rose five points, or 0.04 
percent, to close at 14,455 points Wednesday. 

(AP Photo/Richard Drew) 


don’t necessarily get the 
market to go up.” 

The solid increase in retail 
sales is encouraging for 
the economy because it 
shows that Americans kept 
spending despite a pay¬ 
roll tax increase that has 
lowered take-home pay 
this year for most workers. 
Consumer spending drives 
about 70 percent of the 
U.S. economy. 

The Standard & Poor's 500 
index rose 2.04 points, or 
0.1 percent, to 1,554.52. 


weeks, the trend of rising 
company earnings is likely 
to push stocks higher in the 
longer term. So far compa¬ 
nies have reported 7.7 per¬ 
cent earnings growth for 
the fourth quarter, the third 
straight quarter of gains, 
according to S&P Capital 
IQ. “Earnings growth has 
been quite strong. Corpo¬ 
rations have found a way 
to make money,” said 
Gendreau. “New products, 
new markets, cost savings. 
I don’t believe that is going 
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Philip Morris 
Camilleri to 



Philip Morris International Inc. 
said Wednesday that CEO 
Louis C. Camilleri is stepping 
down. 

(Handout Photo) 

M. FELBERBAUM 
Associated Press 
RICHMOND, Virginia (AP) 

— Philip Morris Internation¬ 
al Inc. said Wednesday 
that CEO Louis C. Camil¬ 
leri will step down and be 
replaced by the man who 
led it before it became an 
independent company. 
The seller of Marlboro and 
other cigarette brands 
overseas said its current 
chief operating officer, 
Andre Calantzopoulos, will 
become CEO immediately 
after the company's an¬ 
nual shareholder meeting 
May 8. He also was nomi¬ 
nated for election to the 
board. Camilleri will remain 
in his current job of chair¬ 
man, the company said. 
Philip Morris International, 
which has offices in Lau¬ 
sanne, Switzerland, and 
New York, is second in size 
only to state-controlled 
China National Tobacco 
Corp. 

It was spun off in 2008 from 
Richmond, Virginia-based 
Altria Group Inc., owner of 
Philip Morris USA, which still 
sells Marlboro and other 
Philip Morris brands in the 
U.S. 

In 2012, Philip Morris In¬ 
ternational's net income 
grew 2.4 percent to $8.8 
billion. Revenue exclud¬ 
ing excise taxes increased 
about 1 percent to $31.4 
billion. Its shipments were 
up more than 1 percent to 
927 billion cigarettes and 
its market share, excluding 
China and the U.S., grew to 
a record 28.8 percent. 
Calantzopoulos, 55, has 
served as chief operat¬ 
ing officer since the com- 


Int’l CEO 
step down 

pany spinoff from Altria. 
He joined the company in 
1985 and served as its CEO 
of fhe international unit 
from 2002 until the spinoff. 
The 58-year-old Camilleri 
was CEO of Altria in 2002, 
when it first embarked on a 
restructuring that led to the 
spin-off of Kraft Foods Inc., 
then the separation of the 
two cigarette makers. 

The often-unapologetic 
Camilleri gained interna¬ 
tional media attention in 
2011 when he told a can¬ 
cer nurse that while ciga¬ 
rettes are harmful and ad¬ 
dictive, it is not that hard to 
quit. 

The statement was in re¬ 
sponse to comments at its 
annual shareholder meet¬ 
ing, in which executives 
usually spend much of the 
time sparring with mem¬ 
bers of anti-tobacco and 
other corporate account¬ 
ability groups. 

The nurse, later identified 
as Elisabeth Gundersen 
from the University of Cal- 
ifornia-San Francisco, cit¬ 
ed statistics that tobacco 
use kills more than 400,000 
Americans and 5 million 
people worldwide each 
year. She is a member of 
The Nightingales Nurses, an 
activist group that works to 
focus public attention on 
the tobacco industry. 
Gundersen also said a pa¬ 
tient had recently told her 
that of all the addictions 
he’s beaten — crack, co¬ 
caine, meth — cigarettes 
have been the most diffi¬ 
cult. 

In response, Camilleri said: 
“We take our responsibility 
very seriously, and I don't 
think we get enough rec¬ 
ognition for the efforts we 
make to ensure that there 
is effective worldwide reg¬ 
ulation of a product that is 
harmful and that is addic¬ 
tive. Nevertheless, whilst 
it is addictive, it is not that 
hard to quit. ... There are 
more previous smokers in 
America today than cur¬ 
rent smokers.” 

Camilleri, a longtime smok¬ 
er, was quoted in an April 
2009 BusinessWeek article 
as saying he had quit only 
once, for three months 
when he had a cold. □ 
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US retail sales up solid 1.1% in February 


M. CRUTSINGER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — 

Americans spent at the 
fastest pace in five months 
in February, boosting retail 
spending 1.1 percent com¬ 
pared with January. About 
half fhe jump reflected 
higher gas prices, but even 
excluding gas purchases. 


retail sales rose 0.6 percent. 
The report Wednesday 
from the Commerce De¬ 
partment showed that 
Americans kept spending 
last month despite higher 
Social Security taxes that 
took effect this year. The 
retail sales report is the gov¬ 
ernment’s first look each 
month at consumer spend¬ 
ing, which drives about 70 
percent of economic ac¬ 
tivity. 

Core retail sales, which ex¬ 


clude the volatile catego¬ 
ries of gas, autos and build¬ 
ing supply stores, rose 0.4 
percent in February com¬ 
pared with January. 
Economists were encour¬ 
aged by the stronger-than- 
expected gain in retail 
sales. Some said the in¬ 
crease means the econo¬ 
my may be growing faster 


in the January-March quar¬ 
ter than they had forecast. 
“This all suggests that the 
hit to spending from the 
payroll tax cut and higher 
gasoline prices, which re¬ 
duce the amount of cash 
available to spend on 
other items, hasn't been 
too bad," said Paul Dales, 
senior U.S. economist at 
Capital Economics. “The 
recent pickup in both em¬ 
ployment and earnings 
growth bodes well for con¬ 


sumption growth later in 
the year, too.” 

Auto sales rose 1.1 percent 
after a 0.4 percent Janu¬ 
ary increase. The February 
gain was the biggest since 
December. 

Sales at gas stations surged 
5 percent, the biggest ad¬ 
vance since a 6 percent 
rise in August. 

Sales at general merchan¬ 
dise stores, a category that 
includes major department 
stores such as Macy’s and 
big discount stores such as 
Wal-Mart and Target, rose 
0.5 percent in February. 
But the department store 
category as a whole fell 1 
percent. 

The solid increase in retail 
sales showed that Ameri¬ 
cans kept spending de¬ 
spite a payroll tax increase 
that has lowered take- 
home pay this year for most 
workers. Someone earning 
$50,000 has about $1,000 
less to spend in 2013. 

A household with two high- 
paid workers has up to 
$4,500 less. 

Consumers may be able to 
absorb higher taxes if em¬ 
ployers continue hiring and 
increasing wages. 

The economy added 
236,000 jobs in February, 
driving the unemployment 
rate down to 7.7 percent, 
its lowest level in more than 
four years. The gains sig¬ 
naled fhaf companies are 
confident enough in the 
economy to intensify hir¬ 
ing even in the face of tax 
increases and government 
spending cutsO 



Marty Grossman shops for a hat at Lodge's store on in Albany, 
N.Y. Americans spent at the fastest pace in five months in 
February, boosting retail spending 1.1% compared with January. 

(AP Photo/Mike Groll) 


CEOs optimistic on economy; wary of hiring 


C. S. RUGABER 
AP Economics Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Chief 
executives at the largest 
U.S. companies are much 
more optimistic about their 
sales prospects than they 
were three months ago, 
though many remain cau¬ 
tious about hiring. 

The Business Roundtable 
said Wednesday that 72 
percent of its members ex¬ 
pect sales will increase in 
the next six months. That’s 
up from 58 percent at 
the end of last year. And 
38 percent plan to invest 
more in plant and equip¬ 
ment, up from 30 percent in 
October-December quar¬ 


ter, when the Roundtable 
released its last report. Still, 
the better outlook hasn’t 
made the group more opti¬ 
mistic about hiring. Twenty- 
nine percent of CEOs plan 
to increase hiring over the 
next six months, the same 
percentage as the last two 


surveys. The executives are 
more comfortable with 
their current staffing levels 
and are less inclined to lay 
off workers. The percent¬ 
age of CEOs planning to 
cut jobs fell fo 25 percent 
from 29 percent, the sec¬ 
ond straight drop. Q 


Tel: 5&£-{>fc97 /561-74B4 
SChOlland Jtr, 70 



your Stay 



Quality Apartments 
tkiig 4 l*ft "Fully 

'Kitchen / Aire# / Coble TV "Swimming Pool 
Leu thefl E milt fr&m Eftgdt A * kitqt supt+wirktH. 
FeeF free to -contact gr visit us. 

- Fr*-. Bam-7pm. Sat 4 Sm- 9am-5pm. 






















THURSDAY 14 MARCH 


f^lCOMICS 


Mutts 
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TODAY I HAVE SEVERAL FIE 
CHARTS TO SHOW YOU 



THE ANSWER IS "NO/' 
WE WILL NOT BREAK, 
EARLY TO RUN DOWN 
TO THE DINER FOR PIE/, 


JUST N 
THOUGHT 
I'D CLEAR 
THAT UP, 
BOSS 



Mother Goose & Grimm 



Baby Blues 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved 
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ACROSS 

1 Lean-to 
5 Metal bars 
10 Fair; equitable 

14 Peru’s capital 

15 More peculiar 

16 Largest 
continent 

17 Genesis man 

18 Department 
store employee 

20 Stein or Stiller 

21 Salary 

22 Steed 

23 Task 

25 Spot on dice or 
dominoes 

26 Home for a 
Franciscan 

28 Unwanted 
nasal growths 

31 Quick 

32 Thin porridge 
34 Ooh and 

express delight 

36 _ Office; room 
for the desk of 
the president 

37 Shortcoming 

38 Magazine title 

39 Acquire 

40 Doughnut¬ 
shaped roll 

41 Narrow boat 

42 Finds out 

44 Wolf’s cousin 

45 Use a shovel 

46 _-frutti 

47 Naval warrant 
officer, for short 

50 “Bonanza” role 

51 JFK’s follower 
54 Teen 

57 Entreaty 

58 Cowboy’s shoe 

59 Welsh _; dog 
with a fox head 

60 Listen 

61 _ and crafts 

62 “I Left My Heart 
_ Francisco” 

63 Riles 

DOWN 

1 Thick slice 

2 Conceal 

3 Set free 

4 Water barrier 


5 Prayer beads 

6 Saying 

7 Doing nothing 

8 Bruce or Spike 

9 Twelfth- 
graders: abbr. 

10 Run-down car 

11 Druggie 

12 Knighted men 

13 _ 10; rest 
19 Advice to the 

uptight 

21 In a _; briefly 

24 Summer 
weather woe 

25 Wordsworth or 
Longfellow 

26 Leaping 
amphibian 

27 Come apart; 
fray 

28 Yank 

29 Analgesic 

30 Pago Pago, 
American _ 

32 Chokes 

33 Have regrets 
35 Part of the foot 

37 Pointed tooth 

38 Diplomacy 


40 Seawater 

41 Lions & tigers 

43 Grown-ups 

44 Bieber or 
Timberlake 

46 Island kingdom 
east of Fiji 

47 “Ali _ and the 
Forty Thieves” 


48 Aroma 

49 Flue residue 

50 His and _ 

52 Bird’s bill 

53 Jolts 

55 __-fi; film 
genre 

56 Felon, for short 

57 Fraternity letter 
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Kickstarting 

ERIC WILSON 
© 2013 New York Times 

Since he was fired from 
Gap in May 2011, and with 
still-fresh wounds from his 
days at Perry Ellis and Paco 
Rabanne, Patrick Robinson 
checked out of fashion for 
a while. 

He went backpacking in 
national parks, at Yellow¬ 
stone and Acadia and 
Yosemite, where the snow 
was still deep when he vis¬ 
ited last June. It was cold. 
He said he awoke one 
morning to find a deer 
snoozing outside his tent. 

It was here that Robinson, 
now 46, began to have a 
vision for what his next step 
would be. Though he was 
a popular designer with a 
skill for turning around the 
image of once-heralded 
labels, the corporate world 
had not always been kind 
to him. After four years of 
trying to refresh Gap, with 
its 1,000-plus stores and its 
inherent discomfort with 
trendy fashion, he gave 
up. “I did learn a lot about 
running a big business," he 
said. Now Robinson is re¬ 
turning on his own terms, 
or more accurately, on 
yours. This week, he is in¬ 
troducing a collection of 
performance apparel de¬ 
signed for urban environ¬ 
ments, seeking financing 
through the crowd-funding 
site Kickstarter. He has de¬ 
signed about 19 styles to 
start, but if you don’t like 
them, just tell Robinson and 
he'll change them. Eventu¬ 
ally, he will take sugges¬ 
tions on his own site. 

“I wanted to have a di¬ 
rect connection with the 
customer,” Robinson said. 
“I am only going to show 
the prototypes, which will 
only get made if people 
pre-order them.” Robin¬ 
son did not want to put his 
own name on the label, 
calling that approach old- 
fashioned. His line is instead 
called Paskho, an ancient 
Greek word. On his journey 
here, Robinson discovered 
that he liked to challenge 
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a collection and career 



A model wears a look by designer Patrick Robinson. Robinson is 
using the crowd-funding site Kickstarter to finance a new line of 
clothes. (Handout via The New York Times) 


himself, physically and 
mentally, and this was why 
he decided to focus on 


FOR SALE 
Aruba Beach Club 

Wk 10 rm 248 pool/ocean side 
$9500. 

Call George at ABC rm 114 
582-3000 unitl 3/16 
In USA 609-263-2365 
e-mail: 

seaislemerrill@comcast.net 

199046 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana 

1 br wk 7 thur $5200 
Tropicana 1 br wk 7 + 8 rm 5532 
$3500 each. Other Aruba wks for 
sale / rent. 
rmwjmw@aol.com 

call: 508-651-0061 

199022 

FOR SALE 

La Cabana Brc 

2br wk 8 and 9 room #202E 
ocean front + (sun-sun) $18,500 
each. 1 brwk 9 room # 401-D dlx 
(sun-sun) ocean front $9500 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


functional athletic-inspired 
clothing, with styles for men 
and women. □ 


FOR SALE 

Renaissance Ocean View 

wk 1 -137 $10,500 

wk 16 two weeks to Rent 

$1000 a week 

Call 1-781-760-1048 (cell) 

1-781-324-8130 

Joe or Mary Summers 

114364 


FOR SALE 

Time Share for sale 

Divi properties floating wks 
Studio Ibrwk 11-50 
Tropicana wk 7 1 br 3200 
wk 2 Paradise Villa Rm 313 2800 
BO local 565-9394 
rmwjmw@aol.com 
508-651-0016 

198886 


FOR SALE 
Marriott Surf Club 

2br Platinum Ocean view $22,000 
2br Platinum Ocean front $35,000 
3br Platinum Ocean view $30,000 
Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


FOR SALE 

Casa del Mar 

2br wk 9 room #1208 P.O. view 
$18,000 call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


FOR SALE 

Dutch Village 

Studio wkg room #135 (33 remain 
weeks 8 accelerated $6000 

Aruba Phoenix 

1 Br wk 10 room #802 (23 remain 
weeks 10 accelerated) $9500 
Ibrwk 12 room #1101 (33remian 
weeks 10 accelerated) 

Call (297) 731-2012 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
Free listings 26 years exp. 


FOR SALE or RENT 
Paradise Beach Villas 

For Sale week 9 & 10 

1 bedroom, sleeps 4, Pool/ocean, 
2nd floor, Phase 2 $8000/wk. 

or For Rent 2014 
$1100/Wk. 

1-(506) 363-4530 
ircheev@nbnet.nb.ca 

199038 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

wk 7 - Ibr$7000 

wk 8 -1 br $9000 

wk 9 -1 br $7000 

wk 10 -1 br $7000-9000 

wk 9 - 2 br $9500 

Pis call 732-2788 

sales@arubadirectdeals.com 

_ 199030 

FOR SALE 

FLORIDA TIME SHARDE 

Grand Shores West South of 
Tampa wk 3 + 4 Island Towers ft. 
meyers beach 12 /15 wk 50 1 br. 
1800BO local 3/7 5659394 
rmwjmw@aol.com 508-651-0016 

198887 

FOR SALE 

Divi Aruba Phoenix 
Waterfront Villas week 8 

Unit #821 and #822 

2 bedroom, 3 baths 
units can be split over 
week 8 & week 9 $26,000 
E-mail: jwhelan99@sbcqlobal.net 
Cell: 203-910-7333 

on Island till march 2nd 

199003 

FOR SALE 

Paradise Beach Villas 

weeks 5,6,7,8 & 9 
1st floor pool side 
8500 per wk 

USA Dorothy 623 933 7554 
or barry 360 546 0788 

198526 

FOR SALE 

Renaissance ocean view 

week 32 Rm 2351 $3500 
Staying on island till 16th March 
ritchey5652@comcast. net 

199024 
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POLIS 

100 

POLIS 

581-1100 

ORANJESTAD 

582-4000 

NOORD 

587-0009 

STA. CRUZ 

585-4710 

SAVANETA 

584-7000 

SAN NICOLAS 

584-5000 

FIRE DEPT 

115 

FIRE DEPT 

582-1108 

POLIS TIPLINE 

11141 

HOSPITAL 

527-4000 

AMBULANCE 

582-1234 

SAN NICOLAS 


AMBULANCE 

584-5050 

PHARMACY 


O'STAD _ _Ma ria_TeJ585-81_45 


S NICOLAS San Lucas Tel: 584-5119 

SERVICES 

INFORMATION 

118 

SETAR 

582-2116 

TAXI 

582-5900 

TAXI-TAS 

587-5900 

PROF. TAXI 

588-0035 

TAXI D.T.S. 

587-2300 

SERVICE ARUBA 

583-3232 


CRUISESHIP 

Mar. 14 
Adonia 


Aruba Aiport 

524-2424 

American Airline 

582-2700 

Avianca 

588-0059 

Dutch Antilles 

588-1900 

Insel Air 

588-9314 

Jet Blue 

588-2244 

Spirit Airlines 

582-7117 

Tiara Air 

588-4272 

Venezolana 

583-7674 

FOUNDATION 


FELLOWSHIP CLINIC 

Tel: 584-6440 


Alcoholism & Drug Addiction, 
Anonymity guaranteed 

FUNDACION 

Anti-Droga 

Aruba 


(FADA) Tel: 583-2999 

FUNDACION 

Respetami 


Tel: 582-4433 


Diabetric Foundation 

Arubano 

Tel: 583-3808 


Narcotics Anonymous 

Tel: 583-8989 


Foundation Amor 

pa Prohimo 


Tel: 583-3345 7586-6976 


Women in Difficulties 

Foundation 

Tel: 583-5400 
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Monarch butterflies drop ominously in Mexico 



In this Dec. 9, 2011, file photo a Monarch butterfly sits on a tree trunk at the Sierra Chincua 
Sanctuary in the mountains of Mexico's Michoacan state. 


MARK STEVENSON 
Associated Press 
MEXICO CITY (AP) — The 

amount of Monarch but¬ 
terflies wintering in Mexico 
dropped 59 percent this 
year, falling to the lowest 
level since comparable 
record-keeping began 20 
years ago, scientists report¬ 
ed Wednesday. 

It was the third straight year 
of declines for the orange- 
and-black butterflies that 
migrate from the United 
States and Canada to 
spend the winter in moun- 
taintop fir forests in cen¬ 
tral Mexico. Six of the last 
seven years have shown 
drops, and there are now 
only one-fifteenth as many 
butterflies as there were in 
1997. 

The decline now marks a 
statistical long-term trend 
and can no longer be seen 
as a combination of yearly 
or seasonal events, the ex¬ 
perts said. 

But they differed on the 
possible causes. 

Illegal logging in the reserve 
established in the Monarch 
wintering grounds was 
long thought to contrib¬ 
ute, but such logging has 


been vastly reduced by 
increased protection, en¬ 
forcement and alternative 
development programs in 
Mexico. 

The World Wildlife Fund, 
one of the groups that 
sponsored the butterfly 


census, blamed climate 
conditions and agricultural 
practices, especially the 
use of pesticides that kill off 
the Monarchs’ main food 
source, milkweed. The but¬ 
terflies breed and live in the 
north in the summer, and 
migrate to Mexico in the 
winter. 

“The decrease of Monarch 
butterflies ... probably is 
due to the negative effects 
of reduction in milkweed 
and extreme variation in 
the United States and Can¬ 
ada,” the fund and its part¬ 
ner organizations said in a 
statement. 

Omar Vidal, the World 
Wildlife Fund director in 
Mexico, said: “The conser¬ 
vation of the Monarch but¬ 
terfly is a shared responsi¬ 
bility between Mexico, the 
United States and Canada. 
By protecting the reserves 
and having practically 
eliminated large-scale il¬ 
legal logging, Mexico has 
done its part.” 


Associated Press 

“It is now necessary for the 
United States and Canada 
to do their part and protect 
the butterflies’ habitat in 
their territories,” Vidal said. 
Logging was once consid¬ 
ered the main threat to the 
reserve, located west of 
Mexico City. At its peak in 
2005, logging devastated 
as many as 1,140 acres an¬ 
nually in the reserve, which 
covers 193,000 acres. But a 
2012 aerial survey showed 
almost no detectable log¬ 
ging, the first time that log¬ 
ging had not been found in 
detectable amounts since 
the mountaintop forests 
were declared a nature re¬ 
serve in 2000. 

Lincoln Brower, a leading 
entomologist at Sweet Briar 
College in Virginia, said in a 
statement that “the report 
of the dwindling Monarch 
butterfly winter residence 
in Mexico is ominous.” 

“This is not just the lowest 
population recorded in the 
20 years for which we have 


records,” Brower said. “It is 
the continuation of a statis¬ 
tically significant decrease 
in the Monarch population 
that began at least a de¬ 
cade ago." 

However, Brower differed 
on whether small-scale 
logging, the diversion of 
water resources and other 
disruptive activity in the re¬ 
serves in Mexico are play¬ 
ing a role in the decline. 
“To blame the low num¬ 
bers of monarchs solely on 
what is happening north 
of Mexico is misleading," 
Brower said. “Herbicid- 
ing of soybean and corn 
fields that kills milkweed is 
a serious problem, but the 
historical decline over the 
past 19 years has multiple 
causes.” 

“All three countries need 
to face up to the fact that 
it is our collective activities 
that are killing the migra¬ 
tory phenomenon of the 
Monarch butterfly," he 
said. 

Environmentalist and writ¬ 
er Homero Aridjis praised 
Mexico for progress in re¬ 
ducing illegal logging, but 
added that “low intensity 
logging, not detected in 
satellite image analysis, 
continues unabated in 
and near critical overwin¬ 
tering habitats." 

The head of Mexico's na¬ 
ture reserves, Luis Fueyo, 
said there are still some 
problem to be solved at 
the wintering grounds in 
Mexico, including some 
scale-logging and wa¬ 
ter availability. The Mon¬ 
archs don't drink any wa¬ 
ter throughout their long 
migration until the reach 
Mexico, and the mountain 
streams in the area have 
been affected by drought 
and human use. 

The migration is an inher¬ 
ited trait. No butterfly lives 
to make the round-trip. 
The millions of Monarchs 
cluster so densely on tree 
boughs in the reserve that 
researchers don’t count 
their individual numbers 
but rather measure the 
amount of forest they cov¬ 
er. 

This winter, the butterflies 
covered just 2.93 acres, 
down from 7.14 acres last 
yearO 
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In this July 17, 2006 file photo. Executive producer, Rob Thomas, 
left, answers questions about the upcoming season of “Veronica 
Mars” as actress Kristen Bell looks on during The CW’s Television 
Critics Association press conference in Pasadena, Calif. 

Associated Press 

‘Veronica Mars’ online 
fundraiser launches 


In this Thursday, March 7, 2013 photo, chosen as the face of the new SHEBA global campaign 
“Follow Your Passion,” actress and executive producer Eva Longoria poses for a portrait, in New 
York Associated Press 


LYNN ELBER 
AP Television Writer 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — “Ve¬ 
ronica Mars” fans eager 
for a movie based on the 
TV series have a chance 
to put their money where 
their hopes are. 

Series creator Rob Thom¬ 
as launched an online 
crowd-funding campaign 
Wednesday to make a 
big-screen version of the 
show. 

“Veronica Mars,” which 
starred Kristen Bell as a 
young sleuth, ended its 
three-season run in 2007. 
On the Kickstarter website, 
Thomas said the $2 million 
fundraiser represents “our 
one shot to see a ‘Veron¬ 
ica Mars' movie happen.” 
More than 16,000 backers 
had pledged more than 
$1.1 million within hours 
Wednesday. 

Thomas said “Veronica 
Mars” owner Warner Bros, 
has given the project its 
blessing, and Bell and oth¬ 
er cast members are ready 
to begin production this 
summer for a 2014 release. 
The fundraising campaign, 
which was confirmed by 
Thomas’ representative 
at United Talent Agency, 
ends April 12. 

Bell is back on TV in “House 
of Lies,” the Showtime se¬ 
ries starring Don Cheadle. 
She and several “Veronica 
Mars" cast members ap¬ 
pear in a lighthearted vid¬ 
eo on Kickstarter in which 
they mull the prospect of 
reuniting. 


Backers are eligible for var¬ 
ious goodies, ranging from 
a PDF copy of the script 
to be sent on the day the 
film is released (for a $10 
pledge) to naming rights to 
a character (for $8,000). An 
appearance in the movie, 
available to one $10,000 
contributor, was snapped 
up. Crowdsourcing has giv¬ 
en filmmakers a new way 
to get always-elusive fund¬ 
ing. At last month’s Acad¬ 
emy Awards, the short 
documentary “Inocente" 
became the first Kickstart- 
er-funded film to win an 
Oscar. It received $52,000 
from 300 contributors. □ 


GARY, Indiana (AP) — Ed 

Asner's publicist says the 
83-year-old actor, who has 
been touring the coun¬ 
try performing a one-man 
show for more than three 
years, has been hospital¬ 
ized with exhaustion. 
Publicist Charles Sherman 
tells The Associated Press 
that Asner was taken off 
stage at the Marquette Pa¬ 
vilion in Gary, Ind., on Tues¬ 
day night. 

Sherman says Asner was 
taken by ambulance to 
a Chicago-area hospital 
where he is “resting com¬ 
fortably” and is expect¬ 
ed to be released later 
Wednesday. 

He says the actor, best 


ALICIA RANCILIO 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Eva 

Longoria hasn't slowed 
down since “Desperate 
Housewives” signed off af¬ 
ter eight seasons last year. 
In fact, the actress says the 
word “lazy” isn’t in her vo¬ 
cabulary. 

“There are days when I 
relax but it won’t be a full 
day. It usually means I'm 
gonna clean out my clos¬ 



In this May 29, 2012 file 
photo, actor and former 
Screen Actors Guild President 
Ed Asner is interviewed in 
Portland, Ore. 

Associated Press 

known for his roles in TV's 
“The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show” and its spinoff “Lou 
Grant,” has been tour¬ 
ing the nation portraying 
President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt in “FDR” for 3 1/2 
years.Q 


et. That's relaxing for me. 
Or I’m gonna cook a full 
meal for my family and 
friends,” Longoria, who will 
be 38 on Friday, said in a 
recent interview. 

Longoria said she has no 
problem juggling vari¬ 
ous projects. “I always say 
there’s more time in the 
day than you think. You 
waste a lot of time that you 
don’t realize,” she said. 
“When I was on ‘Desperate 
Housewives,' I learned two 
languages. I went back to 
school for my master's de¬ 
gree, I was married (to San 
Antonio Spurs point guard 
Tony Parker) and flying 
back and forth (between 
Los Angeles and Texas). 
You have time.” 

Her passions also include 
philanthropy and politics. 
She's committed to en¬ 
couraging Latin women to 
further their education and 
start entrepreneurial pro¬ 
grams. She also founded 
Eva’s Heroes, dedicated 
to teens and young adults 
with special needs. 

She just wrapped up film¬ 
ing on “Frontera,” along¬ 
side Ed Harris and Michael 
Pena, and has endorse¬ 
ment deals with L'Oreal, 
Frito-Lay and Sheba. 
Longoria is also an execu¬ 
tive producer on two up¬ 
coming TV shows. 


On “Ready for Love," a re¬ 
ality dating show that will 
air on NBC, three match¬ 
makers help three men 
find love. 

Longoria says she hand¬ 
picked each of the three 
eligible guys. 

They’re “not only hand¬ 
some and successful, but 
generous, kind and sweet 
human beings. ... They’ll 
forever be friends in my 
life,” she said. 

She’s also one of the ex¬ 
ecutive producers of “De¬ 
vious Maids,” alongside 
“Desperate Housewives" 
creator Mark Cherry. Based 
on a Mexican series, it fol¬ 
lows four maids who work 
in Beverly Hills but dream 
of their own success. The 
show will air on Lifetime. 
While she’s enjoying TV 
production, Longoria said, 
“I love the medium of 
television. I'll definitely be 
back. I'll definitely come 
back one day.”Q 


Actor Ed Asner, 83, 
treated for exhaustion 


Eva Longoria is busy post- 
’ Desperate Housewives’ 
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New food book gives 
readers a lot to digest 
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Arkin and Carell make 
magic in ‘Wonderstone’ 



In this Monday, March 11, 2013 photo, Alan Arkin, left, and Steve Carell pose for a portrait for the 
film, “The Incredible Burt Wonderstone,” at the Hotel Amarano, in Los Angeles. 

Associated Press 


SANDY COHEN 
AP Entertainment Writer 
BURBANK, Calif. (AP) — 

Alan Arkin is Steve Carell’s 
idol, in reality and in their 
new movie. 

The 78-year-old Oscar win¬ 
ner plays the master ma¬ 
gician who helps Carell’s 
character find his life's call¬ 
ing in “The Incredible Burt 
Wonderstone." And Carell, 
a producer of the film, had 
everything to do with that. 
“When I read it, I immedi¬ 
ately thought Alan Arkin 
has to play this part,” he 
said. “If I could do every 
movie with him, I would.” 
The two actors lit up an 
empty suite at a hotel 
down the street from War¬ 
ner Bros, studios with their 
warm rapport, reminiscing 
about working together on 
“Wonderstone” and their 
past projects, “Get Smart” 
and “Little Miss Sunshine” 
(for which Arkin won the 
supporting actor Oscar). 
“The thing about working 
with Steve is I can’t look at 
him anymore,” Arkin said. “I 
could look at him in the first 
movie. The second movie 
I had a little bit of trouble. 
By the third movie I can’t 
look at him. If I'm doing a 
scene with him, I have to 
focus over here (he looks 


just past Carell). It gets em¬ 
barrassing.” 

It’s easy for Arkin and Carell 
to make each other laugh. 
Carell cracked up when 
Arkin explained why he re¬ 
fused to learn any tricks for 
his role as elderly magician 
Ranee Holloway, whose 
at-home magic kit inspires 
the young Wonderstone to 
learn the art of illusion. 
“See, I don't give a damn 
anymore," Arkin said. 
“I’m going to die soon. It 
doesn’t matter. I say any¬ 
thing that comes. 

“The magician came over 
to me on the first day and 
said we have to work. I said 
get away from me. Don’t 
get anywhere near me,” 
Arkin recalled. “I said for 
me to learn what I'm sup¬ 
posed to do in this movie 
would have taken me four 
years. I said it’s not going to 
happen. Just keep away 
from me. I said they'll do it 
in CGI and that’s enough.” 
With a cast that includes 
Steve Buscemi, Olivia Wil¬ 
de, Jim Carrey and James 
Gandolfini, it was hard not 
to laugh on set. 

“Every day something fun 
happened,” Carell said. 
“It's crucial that the audi¬ 
ence feels that sense that 
you did something to¬ 


gether," Arkin said. “That's 
why, whenever I see a 
flash mob, I start sobbing. 
It’s art that’s just done for 
the sheer joy of it. There’s 
nothing to gain from it. It's 
just to have fun. It's deeply 
healing.” 

That feeling permeated 
the set. Carell said Buscemi 
was “buoyant” in the days 
before shooting began. 
“He already had that 
sense of joy," he said. “He 
was doing it for the fun of 
it. He has nothing to show, 
nothing to gain, nothing to 
prove as an actor. 

He did it for the fun and the 
joy of it. I love that as a pro¬ 
ducer.” 

Carell plays Burt Wonder¬ 
stone, a stage magician 
with big hair, a chest-bar¬ 
ing costume and an out- 
sized ego that could fill a 
showroom on its own. With 
his partner, Anton Marvel- 
ton (Buscemi), Wonder¬ 
stone rules the Las Vegas 
strip. But a guerrilla street 
magician (Carrey) touting 
a new brand of extreme 
magic threatens his reign, 
forcing Wonderstone to re¬ 
examine his approach. 
Carell was drawn to the 
character because he 
wanted to play “an abso¬ 
lute jerk.”Q 
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This book cover image 
released by Random House 
shows “Salt Sugar Fat: How 
the Food Giants Hooked Us,” 
by Michael Moss. 

Associated Press 

JESSICA GRESKO 
Associated Press 

“Salt Sugar Fat: How the 
Food Giants Hooked Us” 
(Random House), by Mi¬ 
chael Moss 

A can of Coke contains 
roughly nine teaspoons of 
sugar. Lunchables were 
created as a way to re¬ 
vive a flagging interest in 
bologna. People like chips 
that snap with about four 
pounds of pressure per 
square inch. 

Those are just some of the 
nuggets of information Mi¬ 
chael Moss feeds readers 
in his new book about the 
food industry, “Salt Sugar 
Fat: How the Food Giants 
Hooked Us.” 

But while the book is sprin¬ 
kled with food facts, Moss 
doesn’t just want to enter¬ 
tain. Instead, he system¬ 
atically shows readers how 
processed food makers 
manipulate their goods to 
get consumers to buy, of¬ 
ten at the expense of their 
health. 

Moss takes readers on a 
grocery store tour through 
the lens of three key ingre¬ 
dients: salt, sugar and fat. 
By the time he’s done, a 
host of iconic American 
products, from Oreos to 
Hot Pockets and spaghetti 
sauce to soda, don't look 
so appetizing. 

Moss goes the distance, 
literally, in researching the 
tactics companies use to 
create craving for their 
products. In Libertyville, III., 


he inspects the cheese in 
the refrigerator of a former 
cheese expert with Kraft. In 
Hopkins, Minn., he visits the 
headquarters of one food 
industry supplier that sells 
40 different types of pro¬ 
cessed salt, one that's per¬ 
fect for popcorn to others 
used in soups and cheese. 
And at a noted food lab in 
Philadelphia, he watches a 
6-year-old down a series of 
different vanilla puddings 
to determine her perfect 
sweetness level, something 
called her “bliss point.” 
Along the way. Moss meets 
tastemakers from former 
leaders at Coca-Cola and 
Frito-Lay to the creators of 
Cheez Whiz and instant 
pudding. 

What he learns is enough 
to give readers serious in¬ 
digestion. Companies of¬ 
ten add salt to products 
rather than fresh herbs, 
which have the same ef¬ 
fect, because it’s cheaper. 
Coca-Cola says it won’t 
market to kids under 12, 
but the company targets 
them anyway by advertis¬ 
ing at amusement parks 
and sports venues. One 
ice cream maker cites sci¬ 
entific research that “ice 
cream makes you happy,” 
but even the scientist who 
did the study sheepishly 
downplays the results. 

Moss, a Pulitzer Prize-win¬ 
ning New York Times re¬ 
porter, is at his best when 
he's acting like a journal¬ 
ist: talking to people, sift¬ 
ing through and explain¬ 
ing documents, and writ¬ 
ing with finger-licking flair. 
There are places, however, 
when he can feel like a 
lecturer repeating his salt, 
sugar, fat mantra until you 
want to scream: “I get it!” 
Moss doesn’t really offer so¬ 
lutions for getting compa¬ 
nies to produce healthier 
products. The companies 
argue they’re producing 
what Americans want, and 
Americans seem to agree 
by continuing to buy them. 
In the end, his message is 
about personal responsi¬ 
bility. We’re the ones who 
decide what we put in our 
shopping carts — and in 
our mouths. □ 
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Dwindling Deficit Disorder 



PAUL KRUGMAN 
© 2013 New York Times 

For three years and more, policy 
debate in Washington has been 
dominated by warnings about 
the dangers of budget deficits. 
A few lonely economists have 
tried from the beginning to point 
out that this fixation is all wrong, 
that deficit spending is actually 
appropriate in a depressed 
economy. 

But even though the deficit 
scolds have been wrong about 
everything so far - where are the 
soaring interest rates we were 
promised? - protests that we are 
having the wrong conversation 
have consistently fallen on deaf 
ears. 

What’s really remarkable at this 
point, however, is the persistence 
of the deficit fixation in the face 
of rapidly changing facts. People 
still talk as if the deficit were 
exploding, as if the U.S. budget 
were on an unsustainable path; 
in fact, the deficit is falling more 
rapidly than it has for generations, 
it is already down to sustainable 
levels, and it is too small given 
the state of the economy. 

Start with the raw numbers. 
America’s budget deficit soared 
after the 2008 financial crisis and 
the recession that went with it, as 
revenue plunged and spending 
on unemployment benefits and 
other safety-net programs rose. 
And this rise in the deficit was a 
good thing! Federal spending 
helped sustain the economy 
at a time when the private 
sector was in panicked retreat; 
arguably, the stabilizing role of 
a large government was the 
main reason the Great Recession 
didn’t turn into a full replay of the 
Great Depression. 

But after peaking in 2009 at $1.4 
trillion, the deficit began coming 
down. 

The Congressional Budget Office 
expects the deficit for fiscal 2013 
(which began in October and 
is almost half over) to be $845 
billion. 

That may still sound like a big 
number, but given the state of 
the economy it really isn’t. 

Bear in mind that the budget 
doesn’t have to be balanced 
to put us on a fiscally sustainable 
path; all we need is a deficit 
small enough that debt grows 
more slowly than the economy. 
To take the classic example, 
America never did pay off the 
debt from World War II - in fact, 
our debt doubled in the 30 years 
that followed the war. 

But debt as a percentage of 
GDP fell by three-quarters over 
the same period. 


Right now, a sustainable deficit 
would be around $460 billion. 

The actual deficit is bigger than 
that. But according to new 
estimates by the budget office, 
half of our current deficit reflects 
the effects of a still-depressed 
economy. 

The “cyclically adjusted” deficit — 
what the deficit would be if we 
were near full employment - is 
only about $423 billion, which 
puts it in the sustainable range; 
next year the budget office 
expects that number to fall to 
just $172 billion. And that’s why 
budget office projections show 
the nation’s debt position more 
or less stable over the next 
decade. 

So we do not, repeat do not, 
face any kind of deficit crisis 
either now or for years to come. 
There are, of course, longer-term 
fiscal issues: Rising health costs 
and an aging population will 
put the budget under growing 
pressure over the course of the 
2020s. 

But I have yet to see any coherent 
explanation of why these longer- 
run concerns should determine 
budget policy right now. 

And as I said, given the needs 
of the economy, the deficit is 
currently too small. 

Put it this way: Smart fiscal policy 
involves having the government 
spend when the private sector 
won’t, supporting the economy 
when it is weak and reducing 
debt only when it is strong. Yet 
the cyclically adjusted deficit as 
a share of GDP is currently about 
what it was in 2006, at the height 
of the housing boom - and it is 
headed down. 

Yes, we’ll want to reduce deficits 
once the economy recovers, and 
there are gratifying signs that a 
solid recovery is finally underway. 
But unemployment, especially 
long-term unemployment, is still 
unacceptably high. 

“The boom, not the slump, is the 
time for austerity,” John Maynard 
Keynes declared many years 
ago. 

He was right - all you have to 
do is look at Europe to see the 
disastrous effects of austerity on 
weak economies. 

And this is still nothing like a 
boom. 

Now, I’m aware that the facts 
about our dwindling deficit are 
unwelcome in many quarters. 
Fiscal fearmongering is a major 
industry inside the Beltway, 
especially among those looking 
for excuses to do what they 
really want, namely dismantle 
Medicare, Medicaid and Social 
Security. 

People whose careers are 
heavily invested in the deficit- 
scold industry don’t want to let 
evidence undermine their scare 
tactics; as the deficit dwindles, 
we’re sure to encountera blizzard 
of bogus numbers purporting to 
show that we’re still in some kind 
of fiscal crisis. 

But we aren’t. The deficit is 
indeed dwindling, and the case 
for making the deficit a central 
policy concern, which was never 
very strong given low borrowing 
costs and high unemployment, 
has now completely vanished.□ 



No To Keystone. Yes To Crazy 



THOMAS L. FRIEDMAN 

© 2013 New York Times I hope 
the president turns down the 
Keystone XL oil pipeline. (Who 
wants the U.S. to facilitate 
the dirtiest extraction of the 
dirtiest crude from tar sands in 
Canada’s far north?) But I don’t 
think he will. So I hope that 
Bill McKibben and his 350.org 
coalition go crazy. I’m talking 
chain-themselves-to-the-White- 
House-fence-stop-traffic-at-the- 
Capitol kind of crazy, because 
I think if we all make enough 
noise about this, we might be 
able to trade a lousy Keystone 
pipeline for some really good 
systemic responses to climate 
change. We don’t get such 
an opportunity often - namely, 
a second-term Democratic 
president who is under heavy 
pressure to approve a pipeline 
to create some jobs but who also 
has a green base that he can’t 
ignore. So cue up the protests, 
and pay no attention to people 
counseling rational and mature 
behavior. We need the president 
to be able to say to the GOP oil 
lobby, “I’m going to approve this, 
but it will kill me with my base. 
Sasha and Malia won’t even be 
talking to me, so I’ve got to get 
something really big in return.” 
Face it: The last four years 
have been a net setback for 
the green movement. While 
President Barack Obama 
deserves real praise for passing 
a historic increase in vehicle 
mileage efficiency and limits 
on the emissions of new coal- 
fired power plants, the president 
also chose to remove the term 
“climate change” from his public 
discourse and kept his talented 
team of environmentalists in a 
witness-protection program, 
banning them from the climate 


debate. This silence coincided 
with record numbers of extreme 
weather events - droughts 
and floods - and with a huge 
structural change in the energy 
marketplace. 

What was that change? Put 
simply, all of us who had hoped 
that scientific research and new 
technologies would find cheaper 
ways to provide carbon-free 
energy at scale - wind, solar, 
bio, nuclear - to supplant fossil 
fuels failed to anticipate that 
new technologies (particularly 
hydraulic fracturing and 
horizontal drilling at much greater 
distances) would produce new, 
vastly cheaper ways to tap 
natural gas trapped in shale 
as well as crude oil previously 
thought unreachable, making 
cleaner energy alternatives 
much less competitive. 

It’s great that shale gas is 
replacing coal as a source of 
electricity, since it generates less 
than half the carbon dioxide. As 
the oil economist Philip Verleger 
Jr. notes in the latest edition of the 
journal International Economy, 
these breakthroughs will also lead 
to much more oil and gas at lower 
prices, which will help American 
consumers, manufacturers and 
jobs. But, he adds, “it will be 
harder and harder to push for 
renewable energy programs as 
hydrocarbon prices fall,” and 
“the new technologies that allow 
us to tap shale oil and shale gas 
could release vast quantities of 
methane” if not done properly. 
Methane released in the 
atmosphere contributes much 
more to climate change than 
CO(TWO). 

If Keystone gets approved, 
environmentalists should have 
a long shopping list ready, 
starting with a price signal that 
discourages the use of carbon¬ 
intensive fuels in favor of low- 
carbon energy. Nothing would 
do more to clean our air, drive 
clean-tech innovation, weaken 
petro-dictators and reduce the 
deficit than a carbon tax. One 
prays this will become part of 
the budget debate. Also, the 
president can use his authority 
under the Clean Air Act to order 
reductions in CO(TWO) emissions 
from existing coal power plants 


and refiners by, say, 25 percent. 
He could then do with the 
power companies what he did 
with autos: negotiate with them 
over the fairest way to achieve 
that reduction in different parts 
of the country. We also need 
to keep the president’s feet to 
the fire on the vow in his State 
of the Union address to foster 
policies that could “cut in half 
the energy wasted by our homes 
and businesses over the next 
20 years.” About 30 percent of 
energy in buildings is wasted. 
Finally, the president could make 
up for Keystone by introducing into 
the public discourse the concept 
of “natural infrastructure,” argues 
Mark Tercek, the president and 
chief executive of The Nature 
Conservancy, and the co¬ 
author of “Nature’s Fortune: How 
Business and Society Thrive by 
Investing in Nature.” 

“Forests, wetlands and other 
ecosystems are nature’s 
infrastructure for controlling 
floods, supplying water, and 
doing other things we need 
to adapt to climate change,” 
Tercek wrote in an email. 
“BeforeHurricane Sandy, Cape 
May, N.J., had the foresight to 
restore its dunes and wetlands 
to provide storm protection and 
wildlife habitat. When Sandy 
struck, Cape May was spared the 
damage that neighboring towns 
suffered.” 

Since the president is rightly 
calling for infrastructure 
investment, which makes sense 
at a time of high unemployment, 
added Tercek, “he should 
emphasize natural infrastructure 
as well. Federal programs like the 
Land and Water Conservation 
Fund and the Farm Bill can be 
expanded to make communities 
more resilient; changes in the tax 
code and other federal rules can 
incentivize private investment.” 
So, sure, we need to be 
realistic about our near-term 
dependence on fossil fuels, or we 
will pay a big price. But we also 
need to be realistic about the 
need to keep building a bridge 
to a different energy future, 
or we will pay an even bigger 
price. Let’s make sure we don’t 
forget the latter in the Keystone 
debate.□ 
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Hectic Times Square remains a developers’ paradise 



The 701 Seventh Avenue building, center, which will be razed and replaced by 85,000 square feet of retail space and a 500-room 
Marriott Edition boutique hotel, in Times Square in New York, March 10, 2013. 

(James Estrin/The New York Times) 


JULIE SATOW 
© 2013 New York Times 
NEW YORK - Some two de¬ 
cades ago. New York City 
began a huge cleanup of 
its downtrodden theater 
district, vastly improving 
the fortunes of the pedestri¬ 
an-clogged Times Square 
neighborhood. In recent 
months, that progress has 
gone into high gear, with 
rents reaching new highs 
and several redevelop¬ 
ment projects proceeding. 
Reflecting rising demand, 
asking retail rents topped 
$2,400 a square foot in the 
fourth quarter of 2012, a 
jump of nearly 42 percent 
from a year earlier and 
second only to rents on 
Fifth Avenue, according to 
CBRE, a commercial real 
estate brokerage. 

Ground is scheduled to be 
broken this year on an $800 
million, 39-story hotel and 
retail complex at the north¬ 
ern edge of Times Square, 
and plans for a $140 million 
renovation of the retail be¬ 
neath the New York Mar¬ 
riott Marquis Times Square 
are also underway. 

Each day 370,000 pedes¬ 
trians traipse through the 
Times Square bow tie, 
where Broadway and Sev¬ 
enth Avenue intersect, 
and each year shoppers 
spend $6.5 billion in the 
area’s stores, according to 
the Times Square Alliance. 
That spending has contrib¬ 
uted to the skyrocketing 
retail rents. 

“Rents in the area are ap¬ 
proaching Fifth Avenue 
levels, and while a lot of this 
is due to the cleanup that 
began in the 1990s, even 
more is due to the massive 
influx of tourists over the last 
few years,” said Faith Hope 
Consolo, chairwoman of 
the retail group at Douglas 
Elliman Real Estate. “We 
expect more than 54 mil¬ 
lion this year.” 

In the wake of such de¬ 
mand, developers are 
snatching up properties 
and repositioning buildings 
to create additional sup¬ 
ply. 

One of the largest proj¬ 
ects is at 701 Seventh Ave., 
where a building will be 
razed and replaced by 
85,000 square feet of re¬ 
tail space and a 500-room 


Marriott Edition boutique 
hotel. 

The retail space, which 
will feature 25-foot glass 
storefronts, will be spread 
across the first four floors 
and two basement levels. 


and 40,000 square feet on 
the seventh and eighth 
floors will be set aside for 
an event space, club, sev¬ 
eral restaurants and 6,000 
square feet of terraces. 
The building will have a 


20,000-square-foot LED sign 
on its facade. 

“There were plenty of peo¬ 
ple who were trying to buy 
this site, but they wanted to 
break ground immediately 
to capture the white-hot 
retail market," said Steven 
C. Witkoff, whose firm, the 
Witkoff Group, is a partner 
in the project with Howard 
M. Lorber’s New Valley LLC 
and the investors Winthrop 
Realty Trust and Maefield 
Development. “In our case, 
we felt this was a mixed-use 
project, and we went out 
and landed a hotel deal." 
Activity also is occurring 
along side streets. At the 
former headquarters of The 
New York Times, the land¬ 
lord Africa Israel is increas¬ 
ing marketing efforts for 
the last two available retail 
spaces at the building. 
Africa Israel bought the 
building in 2007 for $525 
million and, in 2011, sold 
the top 11 floors to the 
Blackstone Group in a 
$160 million office condo¬ 
minium deal. Blackstone 
has signed two leases total¬ 
ing less than 60,000 square 
feet and has an additional 
420,000 square feet avail¬ 
able at the building. 

“We are waiting to see how 
quickly Blackstone will lease 
the office space above us, 
since obviously we want 
them to lease it up, as that 


will help us get better terms 
on the retail,” said Tamir 
Kazaz, chief executive of 
Africa Israel USA. 

With so much potential for 
retail, James B. Buslik, a 
principal at Adams & Co., 
began converting many 
retail tenants to month-to- 
month leases rather than 
signing long-term agree¬ 
ments. 

“Two years ago I would 
make 10-year leases, but 
now I am letting my store 
tenants do short-term deals 
to give myself the option to 
create something interest¬ 
ing when the time arises,” 
he said. 

While the retail market in 
Times Square is certainly 
the highlight, office leasing 
is also thriving. Deals in the 
Times Square submarket, 
bounded by West 42nd 
Street and West 49th, the 
Avenue of the Americas 
and Ninth Avenue, ac¬ 
counted for nearly 20 per¬ 
cent of all office leasing 
activity in midtown Man¬ 
hattan last year, compared 
with just 5.2 percent in 2011, 
according to Cresa New 
York, a brokerage for com¬ 
mercial tenants. 

Asking rents were $63.26 
a square foot in the fourth 
quarter of 2012, a 6 percent 
increase over $59.62 in the 
fourth quarter of 2011, ac¬ 
cording to CBREO 



A rendering of what the 701 Seventh Avenue building in Times 
Square will look like after renovations. As pedestrian traffic and 
consumer spending have increased in Times Square, more 
major development projects are being undertaken in the area. 

(ARX Solutions via The New York Times) 



























